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Sermons for the Month of April 
DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


VI. Heart or Jesus, House oF Gop AND GATE OF HEAVEN 


When the Patriarch Jacob was on his way to Haran, fleeing from 
the anger of his brother Esau, he had a vision one night of a ladder 
reaching from earth to heaven, and the angels of God were going 
up and down it. The Lord, leaning upon the top of the ladder, said 
to him: “I am the Lord of Abraham, thy father, and the God of 
Isaac; the land wherein thou sleepest I will give to thee and to thy 
seed. And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth; thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west and to the east, to the north and to the 
south, and in thee and thy seed all the tribes of the earth shall be 
blessed. And I will be thy keeper withersoever thou goest, and 
will bring thee back into this land; neither will I leave thee until I 
shall have accomplished all that I have said.” And when Jacob 
awakened out of sleep, he said: “Indeed, the Lord is in this place, 
and I knew it not.” And trembling, he said: “How terrible is this 
place! This is no other but the house of God and the gate of 
heaven” (Gen. xxviii, 12-17). 

You see how deeply Jacob was affected by all the wonderful 
things that he witnessed in his sleep, and we should be no less 
affected if we really understood the marvels of the Sacred Heart. 
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Then we should see why it is right to apply to It the expressions 
applied by the Patriarch to the place of the great vision, and call 
It the House of God and Gate of Heaven. Jacob certainly meant 
to say that the place was one destined for the service of God, for 
the angels went up and down the ladder to connect men upon earth 
with God in heaven, carrying their prayers up to Him, and bringing 
down His blessing and grace to them. God Himself permitted 
Jacob to see the vision at this place and renewed to him the prophe- 
cies already uttered to his forefathers. To mark the holiness of the 
spot, Jacob erected an altar there, for he took the stone which he 
had laid under his head, poured oil on it, and made a vow, saying: 
“If God shall be with me, and shall keep me in the way by which 
I walk ... this stone . . . shall be called the house of God, and 
of all things that Thou shalt give me, I will offer tithes unto Thee” 
(1b. 19-22). Later on he fulfilled his vow, building a regular altar 
at Bethel and offering sacrifices there with all his people (Gen. 
XXxV, I-7). 

If the Patriarch Jacob called the place where he intended to 
sacrifice to the Lord the house of God, we may surely with better 
right give this name to the Sacred Heart, for in this Heart of the 
Son of God abode the Father, who was well pleased in Him, and 
the Holy Ghost, who descended upon Him at His baptism (Luke 
iii, 22). As we saw last time, it was in this Heart that the infinitely 
precious sacrifice was offered, which was outwardly completed on 
Golgotha. We may, however, also represent the Sacred Heart as 
a vast space adapted for use as a temple or place of assembly, for 
our Lord once showed His Heart to St. Gertrude in this way. 
Then, indeed, is fulfilled in the Sacred Heart what the children of 
Israel sang long ago as they went up to the Temple in Jerusalem: 
“I rejoiced at the things that were said to me: We shall go into the 
house of the Lord. Our feet were standing in thy courts, O Jeru- 
salem” (Ps. cxxi, I, 2). Who would not rejoice to visit in spirit 
our Lord’s Heart, when the Church calls upon us to celebrate the 
mysteries of His life and passion? Who would not gladly partici- 
pate in the sacrifice offered continually to God the Father in and 
by this Heart? Truly, all who love and honor Jesus must be glad 
to turn to His Heart, “for thither did the tribes go up, the tribes 
of the Lord, the testimony of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord” 
(v. 4). 

Let us prepare for ourselves, too, a dwelling in the Heart of 
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Jesus, the House of God; in It and with It let us offer to God the 
sacrifice of our will, because, like Bethel of old, it is a suitable place 
for offering sacrifices well pleasing to Him. To the sufferings and 
merits of the Divine Heart of Jesus are attached many promises 
that should console us and tend to our welfare both here on earth 
and in the world to come. We need only think of the promises 
made especially to blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque in favor of all 
who are zealous in honoring the Sacred Heart. 

Our Saviour in speaking to the Samaritan woman, said, as St. 
John has recorded: “Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again, but he that shall drink of the water that I will give him, shall 
not thirst for ever; but the water that I will give him shall become 
in him a fountain of water, springing up into life everlasting” 
(John iv, 13, 14). 

This water is His doctrine, flowing from His Heart to ours, if 
only we do our best to draw it, by meditating upon His love and 
suffering. Let us pray in the Psalmist’s words to be permitted to 
dwell in the Sacred Heart, in which so many good things are 
promised us: “One thing I have asked of the Lord, this will I seek 
after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of 
my life, that I may see the delight of the Lord and visit His temple” 
(Ps. xxvi, 4). 

The Sacred Heart may therefore well be called the House of 
God, and It is also the Gate of Heaven. Jacob called Bethel the 
Gate of Heaven, because he had seen heaven open before him there; 
at the top of the ladder was. God Himself in His majesty, and the 
angels, radiant with glory as far as God allowed it, were passing 
up and down it. What poor dweller upon earth would not desire, 
on beholding such a sight, to be permitted to climb up a similar 
ladder and reach the glory of heaven? The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
is indeed a Gate of Heaven, to which we draw near with prayer 
and love. Our Saviour Himself said: “I am the Way and the 
Truth and the Life; no man cometh to the Father but by Me” 
(John xiv, 6). Before He redeemed us there was no way to heaven, 
which is God’s dwelling and the abode of the saints; but after He 
had made known the doctrines of salvation and had accomplished 
our redemption, the gate of heaven was re-opened, and His Heart 
actually became this gate for us, because the knowledge of It shows 
us how, by the painful way of the Cross, we can reach heaven. 
Thus the Sacred Heart is, as Jesus said of Himself, the Way, 
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the Truth and the Life, 1. ¢., the way to the true life that will begin 
only in heaven. Through Him we come to the Father and learn to 
recognize His love and goodness, and also the means that we must 
use in order to enter heaven. Think of St. Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr. He acknowledged his faith in Christ crucified 
with the utmost courage before the council, until his enemies were 
so infuriated against him that they gnashed with their teeth at him. 
“But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looking up steadfastly to 
heaven, saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God” (Acts vii, 55). For him the Heart of Jesus was the Gate 
of Heaven. He was penetrated through and through with love of 
that Heart; he had fathomed its infinite dignity, beauty and love, 
and hence he was full of the Holy Ghost, of love of Jesus and of 
men, to whom he proclaimed his faith and for whose bodily needs 
he was required by his office to provide. Hence Jesus did not let 
him wait until the sacrifice of his life was complete, but opened 
heaven to him at once, so that he cared nothing for the pangs of 
death. May the Sacred Heart be for us also the gate of heaven in 
this sense! Remember how Jacob trembled with fear when he saw 
heaven open, and exclaimed: “How terrible is this place! Indeed, 
the Lord is in this place and I knew it not.” But in the case of 
St. Stephen there was no fear; he was filled with rapture and joy- 
fully declared in the face of his enemies: “Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.” 
What caused this great joy on St. Stephen’s part except his recog- 
nition of the immense love and goodness of our Saviour’s Heart? 
Of course we ought to feel fear when we think of God’s awful 
majesty, but let us prepare for ourselves, by prayer and meditation 
upon our Lord’s life and the dispositions of His Sacred Heart, a 
dwelling in that Heart, that House of God, and then we shall learn 
to know God better, and our fear of Him, inspired by our sins, 
will gradually give place to genuine love of God for the sake of the 
Sacred Heart. That Heart will then truly become for us a gate of 
heaven, through which we shall behold Paradise, the place of bliss 
prepared for us in the world to come; It will be the gate through 
which at the hour of death we shall pass to God, who takes away 
all our fear, and gives joy to our youth, for He will let us bloom in 
everlasting youth and will indeed fill us with joy. Amen. 




















SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


BY THE REV. FREDERICK REUTER 
PALM SUNDAY 
PREPARATION FOR Hoty COMMUNION 


“And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; 
and others cut boughs from the trees, and strewed them in the way; 
and the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, say- 
ing: ‘Hosanna to the son of David; blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.’ ” 

How different is the attitude of the people towards our Divine 
Lord as recorded in this Sunday’s Gospel, compared with their 
sentiments on the occasion when “They took up stones to cast at 
Him.” To-day we see the Redeemer of the world royally welcomed 
by His chosen people. They hail his coming with joy; they chant a 
glad “Hosanna to the son of David,” while some even spread their 
garments in His way to do Him honor. 

And do we ever realize, my dear children, that the very same 
Jesus who was received to-day by the inhabitants of Jerusalem with 
acclamations of joy, comes into our hearts so frequently in Holy 
Communion? Oh, what a grand reception we ought to give our 
regal guest. How ardently we ought to try to cleanse our hearts 
from all sin, especially from mortal sin! How pure and holy should 
be the soul that wishes to receive its Lord God devoutly! How 
unspotted the heart into which the Author of Purity so often enters! 
Therefore, my children, throughout your whole life endeavor to 
make most careful preparation for Holy Communion, that you may 
never receive our Divine Lord unworthily in the Sacrament of His 
Love. 

Years ago, it is said that a young man, addicted to bad habits, 
had nevertheless resolved to make his Easter Communion. Scarcely 
had he received the Blessed Sacrament, however, when he was 
possessed by the devil. The Bishop of the diocese, having 
ascertained the reality of the possession, sent a priest to exorcize 
the demon. “Now answer me,” said the minister of God to satan, 
“why didst thou take possession of this unhappy Christian?” “Be- 
cause,” replied the demon, “I have a right to him. He is mine since 
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he made a bad Communion.” This declaration struck such a 
salutary fear into the minds of the bystanders that they resolved 
that they would prepare themselves more worthily in the future for 
the reception of the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 

God vouchsafes to give us occasionally such an example as this, 
my children, that we may never commit the sacrilege of receiving 
Him unworthily. 

Alphonsus, King of Aragon, whose piety outshone his wisdom, 
on one occasion went to visit a nobleman of his kingdom, shortly 
before the feast of Easter. The latter, although very wealthy, en- 
tirely neglected his religion and gave himself up to a sinful life. 
On hearing that his king was coming to visit him, he made great 
preparations to receive him royally. 

Alphonsus, pleased with the marks of respect shown him, turned 
to his host as he was about to leave, and said: “Most noble Lord, 
you have given me a magnificent reception, for which I am deeply 
grateful, but I ask you now, on the coming feast of Easter, to give 
a welcome to a nobler King than I, your Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Prepare your heart to receive Him worthily.” 

Profiting by his sovereign’s advice, the nobleman, to the edifica- 
tion of all, received Holy Communion worthily the following Sun- 
day. 

Not only must our hearts be adorned with virtues, my dear boys 
and girls, when we would approach our Lord in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, but we must also have ardent faith in the Real Presence. 
That little host, so white, so pure, lying there on the altar, after the 
minister of God has pronounced over it the sacred words of con- 
secration, becomes truly and really the body oi our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our senses may deceive us, our faith never! 

Once, in the palace of Louis, King of France, Mass was being 
celebrated, when, at the words of consecration, our Lord, under the 
form of a beautiful child, appeared visibly on the -altar. Im- 
mediately word was brought to the king that he might come and 
witness the miracle. But Louis gently answered: “I firmly believe 
already that Christ is truly present in the Holy Eucharist. He has 
said it, and that is enough. I do not wish to lose the merit of my 
faith.” And he did not go to see the wonder. 

Do all that lies in your power, my children, to receive our blessed 
Lord most worthily on the grand feast of Easter. Each Com- 
munion for which you have lovingly prepared your heart will make 
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you a little better, cause you to resemble Jesus a little more, and 
give you a greater desire to be united to Him for all eternity. 





EASTER SUNDAY 
THE STATE OF GRACE 


Gloom and asadness, my children, shrouded the Christian 
world during the last few days—gloom and sadness caused by the 
death of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ: “Greater love than 
this no man hath than that he lay down his life for his friend.” 
And this is what He, the Son of the Omnipotent God, has done for 
us. Yea, to prison and to death He was led, of His own free will, 
to atone for our many sins. But to-day the note of sadness is for- 
gotten, for “this is the day that the Lord hath made. Let us be 
glad and rejoice therein.” All over the world, from shore to shore, 
the peal of the organ, stilled during Christ’s sorrowful Passion, 
is heard reverberating. All over the world the glad tidings are re- 
echoed: “The Lord is risen indeed and hath appeared to Peter.” 
How well does not this picture typify the Christian! His dark and 
gloomy hours are those that he spends in sin; his glorious, happy 
moments, those that he passes in the company of Jesus risen from 
the tomb. No wonder that after the penitent sinner has tasted the 
delights of companionship with the Son of God, he breaks with the 
old careless life and pledges anew a sacred allegiance to his Maker. 

In a town of Italy, many years ago, was born a woman who is 
known in the Church of God as Blessed Angela. The offspring of a 
noble family, she for a long time led a careless life, regardless of her 
duties to God, till one day she received from that Divine Hand the 
grace of returning to the path of rectitude. 

She herself thus speaks of her condition: “For some time I 
suffered in my soul a strange feeling which gave me no rest. The 
greatness of my sins, together with the thought of the severe punish- 
ment awaiting me, was constantly before my mind. One thing 
above all inspired a salutary fear in my breast—the consideration 
that I could never obtain pardon for my sins without going to Con- 
fession. Ashamed as I was to reveal all my wrong-doings, I chose 
to cloak my guilt by making a bad confession. I even went further 
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and hesitated not to receive unworthily the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Altar. Time went on, yet with no surrender to grace on my 
part. Rather the confession of my sins grew more difficult, but my 
conscience gave me no peace. Most earnestly did I pray to God 
to send me a confessor, who would help me in my pressing need. 
One day I met a religious on his way to preach a sermon in the 
church I attended. I accompanied him, and when his discourse was 
ended, I begged him to hear my confession. There and then I told 
everything that I had done in my whole life. It is needless to add 
that I arose from my knees renewed in spirit and thoroughly happy. 
I thanked God for His boundless mercy to me in bringing me back 
to Him, and out of gratitude I imposed on myself most severe 
penances.” 

My children, Blessed Angela is now among the saints of God. So 
shall we also be, if, imitating her repentance and perseverance, we 
arise from the grave of sin to the life of grace. And yet it is most 
difficult to do this, for the devil makes tremendous efforts to retain 
in his power those whom he has once entrapped by his evil seduc- 
tions. Far better is it for us to preserve our baptismal innocence, 
so that we may never become his prey. 

It is related that a miller, a hardened sinner, once refused to make 
a mission which was going on in his town. However, at the earnest 
solicitations of his relatives and friends he finally consented to go 
to Confession. So great was the crowd surrounding the confes- 
sionals that he had to wait for three or four hours before his oppor- 
tunity came. Just as he was about to kneel at the side of the priest, 
acry of “Fire! Fire! The mill is on fire!” resounded through the 
church. He heard the cry; he knew all it would mean to him if he 
lost everything; yet with the thought, “I must free my conscience 
now,” he calmly knelt down before the minister of God and con- 
fessed his sins with sentiments of profound sorrow. On his way 
home he learned that it was another man’s mill that had burned, 
and not his own. 

See, my children, how the evil spirit hated to lose this man’s soul. 
Had he left the church in answer to the cry of “Fire!” it is possible 
that the grace of conversion might not have been given him again. 
But he responded to God’s call and thus freed his soul from the 
tyranny of the evil one. 

As Christ began a new glorious life after His resurrection, so also 
must we, on arising from the grave of sin, enter upon a life entirely 
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different from the old. The frivolities and vain things of the world 
must be discarded if we would live with Christ. In trials, in suffer- 
ings, in death itself, we should encourage ourselves by the words 
of St. Felicitas: “Look up to heaven, my soul. There Jesus Christ 
with His saints awaits you. Fear not passing sufferings, but rather 
fear the tortures of eternal punishment!” 





FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
Gop ALONE Gives TRUE PEACE 


Those first sad days after our Blessed Lord’s ignominious death, 
my dear children, were trying ones indeed for the Apostles, and 
though with the Easter dawn the shadows were dispelled, still “for 
fear of the Jews,” as the Gospel tells us, the followers of Jesus kept 
themselves secluded in that upper chamber in Jerusalem. And “when 
it was late that same day, the first of the week, and the doors were 
shut where the disciples were gathered together for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, ‘Peace 
be to you.’” What loving words, “Peace be to you!” Why did 
our Lord choose to couch His meaning in this simple wish, rather 
than discourse with His disciples in eloquent persuasive language? 
Because, my dear children, the greatest gift God can bestow on us 
here on earth is peace. It matters not how poor we are—if peace is 
our dowry we are content; it matters not how much of the world’s 
goods we possess—if peace is wanting we are in misery. Our hearts 
were made for God, the Author of Peace, and they will be restless 
till they rest in Him. 

While hunting one day, a prince named Josaphat lost his way in 
a deep forest. Suddenly he heard some one at a distance singing 
very sweetly. Surprised to hear such a lovely voice in the depths 
of the thicket, he directed his horse to the spot; but his astonishment 
when he found there a poor leper can better be imagined than de- 
scribed. 

“Alas! my friend,” said the prince, “how can you in your dread- 
ful condition have the courage to sing?” 

“My lord,” replied the leper, “I have every reason to rejoice. 
For forty years I have lived in this world—my soul confined in the 
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dark prison of this body. Now the walls of the prison are falling 
to pieces, and my soul, filled with heavenly peace, will soon take its 
flight to God. Why should I not be overjoyed at this thought and 
sing praises to my Creator for all His benefits to me?” 

The soul of this poor leper, my dear children, must have been 
overflowing with that peace which surpasseth all understanding. 
He had learned to value worldly concerns at their true price; he 
realized that nothing is lasting but God alone. And you, too, my 
children, though now life is full of promise and allurement for you, 
though you may think that the riches of the world promote happi- 
ness, still a day will come when all things will appear to you in their 
true light, when you shall realize that only by loving God alone you 
can possess true peace. Avoid all sin, my children, for it begets 
nothing but misery. The days of innocence are always happy and 
contented ones. While you remain holy and pure, no bitterness fills 
your heart, no disquiet affects your mind. But if satan is once 
allowed dominion over your soul, then peace and happiness take 
wing. 

Do you know what a great emperor once said? Congratulations 
were being showered on him from every side, for he had just won 
a world-famous victory. When asked if he did not deem that day 
the happiest of his life, he quietly answered, “No, the happiest day 
of my life was the day of my first Holy Communion.” That was 
the verdict of a man who had enjoyed all the honor and glory of 
the world, a man who had strayed from the path of innocence he had 
trod as a child, and yet, see how he disdains all earthly fame and 
names his first Communion day as his day of crowning happiness 
and joy. 

What heavenly delights did you not also experience, my children, 
on the day when you received our Lord into your heart for the first 
time! What unalloyed happiness is not still yours when you ap- 
proach the Communion rail with a pure, clean heart! Oh! never 
turn your back on our blessed Lord in the Holy Eucharist! If you 
are true to Him, He shall never forsake you, but shall be your 
support both in life and in death. 

All that I have said so far is to teach you, my dear boys and girls, 
the necessity of being at peace with God and ourselves. However, 
we must also be at peace with our neighbor and do all in our power 
to preserve peace amongst others. 

St. Francis de Sales, in Rome on a visit, once hired a room for 
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himself in a house on the banks of the Tiber. One evening on his 
return to his lodging, he found his servant engaged in a dispute with 
the proprietor about his room. The condition of affairs was, that, 
as a party of strangers had just arrived, the landlord needed an 
extra apartment. Immediately St. Francis interposed: “I will have 
no quarreling on my account,” and turning to his servant, he added: 
“Come with me. We will take up our abode somewhere else.” 

It happened that an exceedingly heavy rainfall on that very night 
caused the river to overflow its banks to such an extent that many 
of the houses along the river front were washed away, and the in- 
mates drowned. Among these was the house in which St. Francis 
had previously lodged. It is safe to attribute the saint’s miraculous 
preservation to his peace-loving disposition. 

Do you remember, my dear children, the Eight Beatitudes given 
by our Lord in His Sermon on the Mount? One was, “Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.” Now, 


_if you want to be numbered among God’s special clients, it is your 


duty to preserve peace among your little companions. Children of 
a peaceable disposition are loved and admired by everybody. They 
are never engaged in quarrels, for they would rather relinquish their 
own ideas than become involved in dissensions of any kind. 

There was once a rich man who daily provided bread for the 
children of the poor families in his vicinity. A large basket was 
filled with loaves, and each child was permitted to take one. But 
often the children quarreled among themselves as to who should 
take the largest loaf. In all these disputes it was noticed that one 
little girl took no part. Rather she was invariably satisfied with the 
last and smallest loaf in the basket. The rich man, being informed of 
the child’s conduct, ordered several coins to be placed in the smallest 
loaf, which next day fell to her lot, as usual. Thinking it a mistake, 
the little girl took back the money to her benefactor, but he said: 
“Keep the coins, my child. I had them put in the loaf to reward 
you for your peace-loving disposition.” 

God does the same, my children. He gives peacemakers a 
hundredfold more than what they lose for the sake of avoiding dis- 
sensions. Let us then try to live in peace with God, our neighbor 
and ourselves. We shall have peace with God if we keep away 
from sin; with our neighbor, if we love him with a genuine charity ; 
with ourselves, if we exert all our energies.to accomplish God’s 
holy will. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE Goop SHEPHERD OF THE SOUL 


My dear Children: By no better comparison could our Divine 
Lord have pictured His relations with each individual soul than by 
styling Himself the “Good Shepherd.” The flock that has no 
shepherd goes astray and is lost, and so would we wander from the 
right path if God did not again and again act the Good Shepherd 
to our souls. 

“I am the Good Shepherd.” What a grand title, a title of love! 
“The Good Shepherd giveth His life for His sheep.” So has our 
Lord given His life for us; nay, more, He has left that life, His 
own precious Body and Blood, to be the strength and the food of our 
souls. And why does He do all this? Out of pure love for us. God 
could have saved the world by the shedding of a single drop of His 
Blood! yet, look what He has done: “Wounds and bruises and swell- 
ing sores” were not too great a price to pay for our ransom. Death 
itself would be an easy sacrifice for the all-consuming fire of His 
love. And why does the Good Shepherd do so much for our soul? 
Why is it that He finds no rest till He has brought the poor erring 
heart back to Him? Because our Divine Lord, my children, knows 
better than all others the priceless value of a soul: A spirit immortal, 
made according to the image and likeness of God! Have we the 
faintest conception of the treasure we possess? Do we realize in 
the smallest degree the grandeur of our destiny? Look around you 
to-day and try to master the thought that it is the soul that calls into 
existence the masterprieces of the world. Painting, music, sculp- 
ture would not captivate our minds as they do, were it not for the 
soul of the artist behind them. As no one can see the mind itself, 
but can only point out the result of its workings, so no one can pro- 
duce for us a graphic picture of the soul. How could they? It is 
a spirit invisible to our eyes—visible only in so far as we know of 
its action. 

St. Augustine tells us of a certain doctor who doubted the exist- 
ence of his soul, and in consequence believed that there was no 
future life—that all ended with death. One night he had a dream: 
A youth, standing before him in shining garments, questioned him, 
“Are you asleep or awake?” The doctor answered, “I am asleep.” 
“Can you see me?” the youth continued. A decided “Yes” was 
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the response. “How do you see me?” the visitor inquired, “do you 
see me with your eyes?” “No,” replied the doctor, “I know not 
how I see you.” “Do you hear me?” queried the young man, “do 
you hear me with your ears?” “Yes, I hear you,” was the answer, 
“put not with my ears. I know not by what means I hear you.” 
Thereupon the angel, for such the youth was, said to him: “The 
action of your senses is now suspended, yet you see, hear and speak. 
A time will come when you will not be able to use these senses of 
yours, yet seeing, hearing, and speaking will be as easy for you then 
as it is at the present moment.” Then the angel disappeared and 
the doctor awoke, but from that day he firmly believed in the exist- 
ence of a future life. 

The soul has been created for God, my children, and for heavenly 
companionship with Him for all eternity. Therefore, it is our 
bounden duty to consider the saving of our soul as the most im- 
portant business of our life. 

Otto, Emperor of Germany, on one occasion while on his way to 
Rome, passed near the dwelling-place of a hermit named Nilus, 
known throughout the country for his holiness of life. The emperor 
having called on him, and having been treated courteously, said to 
him before leaving: “Nilus, ask of me what you wish, and I will 
joyfully give it to you.” “All I ask,” replied the saint, “is that you 
save your soul; for although you are an emperor, you, like other 
men, must die and be judged. Therefore, have a care for your 
eternal welfare.” Otto withdrew, but he never forgot the hermit’s 
good advice. Long years after, he died a holy death. 

Even if you were the greatest kings and queens of the world, my 
children, possessing gold and silver and estates without limit, you 
would have to die, and of what use would all these things be to you 
if, gaining them, you lost your soul? 

Long, long ago a man, by name Macedonius, one day heard a 
sermon on the words of our Lord: “What will it avail a man if 
he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his own soul?” Such 
a deep impression did the discourse make upon him that he immedi- 
ately left his home and became a hermit to prepare for eternity. 
Many years afterwards it chanced that a king on a hunting trip 
in the forest suddenly came upon the place where the hermit lived. 
Surprised to see a human habitation, he entered and asked the 
saintly man what he was doing there. Macedonius, turning to the 
king, said: “And what has brought you here, my Lord?” “I came 
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to hunt in the forest,’ was the answer. “That same reason brought 
me, too,” replied Macedonius, “but I came not to hunt the poor ani- 
mals, but to seek the eternal rewards of heaven.” Then the king 
pursued his journey, reflecting deeply on the words of the holy 
hermit. 

If you wish to save your souls, my children, you must toil and 
suffer much. Be generous with God, for the reward which the 
Good Shepherd has prepared is exceedingly great. Imitate St. Rose, 
who, amid all her sufferings and afflictions, never lost the sweet calm 
of her soul. Clinging to God in firm faith, she cried out, year after 
year, “Lord, increase my sufferings, and with them Thy love in my 
heart.” The longed-for answer from the lips of Jesus at length 
came: “Rose of My Heart, be thou my spouse forever!” 
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SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 
PALM SUNDAY 


“There stood by the Cross of Jesus His Mother.”—John xix, 25. 


Never does our Lady appear greater than as she stands by her 
Divine Son’s Cross and watches His agony and death. In all her 
other sufferings it was only in the figurative sense that she sacrificed 
herself to the Lord, but here she actually took part in Christ’s sacri- 
fice of atonement by her intense sympathy with Him. Here, by 
suffering with Her Son for us, she became entitled to be our 
Mother. It is incomprehensible how any one can refuse ‘to venerate 
Mary and to place implicit confidence in her intercession, after read- 
ing the simple words of the Gospel: “There stood by the Cross of 
Jesus His Mother.” If no other fact about her were recorded in 
the Bible, this one alone would be enough to bind us to her with 
love and gratitude for having sacrificed herself with Jesus for our 
sake. 

Abraham’s sorrow was intense when he had to take his son Isaac 
up the mountain to sacrifice him there, and his obedience made him 
glorious under the old dispensation. But he was spared the hardest 
and most painful task, as he was not allowed to slay his son. No 
one, however, equalled him in obedience and submission to God 
until Mary stood by the Cross. She, too, saw her Son carry the 
wood for the sacrifice up Mount Calvary, she saw Him flung by the 
executioners upon the Cross; the blows of the hammer drove the 
nails not only through His hands and feet, but also at the same time 
through His Mother’s tender heart. She watched the men lift up 
the Cross and let it fall roughly into a hole prepared to receive it; 
she beheld Him, the Man of Sorrows, tortured in every part of His 
body; His head was pierced by thorns, His face disfigured by 
blows, His parched lips were moistened only with gall; from His 
hands and feet the Blood dripped down—it was thus that Jesus 
hung upon the Cross, and by that Cross His Mother stood. Well 


-indeed may the Church exclaim, when contemplating her sorrow: 


“O, thou Mother, fount of love! Touch my spirit from above, 
make my heart with thine accord, make me feel as thou hast felt, 
make my soul to glow and melt, with the love of Christ my Lord.” 

She is indeed an inexhaustible fount of love, whose love could 


541 








542 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


not be diminished by the most intense agony that she suffered for 
Jesus’ sake. Inexhaustible was her love, too strong to be overcome 
by the insults and shameful outrages heaped upon her Son. She 
is the fount of our love of God, since by standing by the Cross she 
has set us the most beautiful and encouraging example of true, de- 
voted love of Jesus. If we contemplate her, we realize the power 
of Divine love, and feel ourselves strong to endure everything for 
love of God, and even to accomplish the hardest tasks. She showed 
us the power of her love best beside the Cross, for, as Holy Scrip- 
ture records, she stood by the Cross. It is her steadfast love that 
we admire in her, and that we ought to learn from her. 

The disciples had fled, but she stood fearlessly by the Cross. The 
Jews might despise her, her Divine Son’s enemies might deride her, 
His poor Mother; they might even in their cruelty kill her, too, out 
of hatred for Him, but her love was stronger than death. Where 
were the multitudes who had followed Jesus and greeted Him with 
cries of “Hosanna”? Where were the crowds whom He had healed 
and to whom He had brought joy and happiness? Some had been 
influenced by the prevalent opinion, and had actually joined His 
enemies, so that they gloated over the wounds of Him who had 
healed their wounds, and over the death of One to whom they 
owed their own life. Others were less ungrateful, but still disloyal. 
At heart they believed in Him, but had no courage to confess it, 
and so they hid themselves, mourning in secret; incapable, through 
weakness of character, to come forward, suffer and die with Him. 
In comparison with these weak, thankless hearts, how great and 
strong appears the tender, fearless heart of Mary, faithful unto 
death. She stood by the Cross. 

Sorrow threatened to overwhelm her, and unspeakable agony op- 
pressed her, yet she did not sink down in despairing grief—no, she 
stood by the Cross. Tears streamed from her eyes, as if she would 
fain weep out her very life, but she complained not at what was 
the will of God, she stood by the Cross; the earth quaked, the graves 
were opened, the rocks were cleft and the sky grew dark—all the 
multitude was astounded, the Roman centurion beat his breast with 
remorse, heaven and earth, men and spirits were all in a state of 
disturbance, fear and horror—yet, amidst all stood Mary, a glorious 
example of steadfastness even in the greatest uproar. 

Whence did our Lady derive her strength? We have the greater 
reason to ask this question, because we, too, have urgent need of 
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strength and steadfastness. We have not always friends at hand 
encouraging us to do right and setting us a good example, and if a 
time should come when we have to stand alone amongst those who 
mock at the Cross, when we have no outward support, but are re- 
quired to hold fast to our faith and morals in opposition to those 
about us, then we may learn too late that we have been deceiving 
ourselves and fancying ourselves strong, unless now we take care 
to acquire the virtue on which our inward strength and faith depend. 

Whence, therefore, did our Lady derive her strength? Had she 
relied upon herself, she would have given way and despaired during 
those terrible hours on Calvary; but she had kept nothing back; she 
had given herself up absolutely to God, and trusting to Him, she 
stood firm during that time of agony. 

Submission to God, reliance upon Him, to have no wish but that 
His Will be done, to be free from self-love, to make no claim to 
know better than He does—these are the things that make us strong 
in hours of trial and give us peace and strength. By submission 
to God we mean more than mere endurance of the lot assigned us 
by Him, more than a thoughtless drifting along the stream of life, 
more than a lazy indifference that believes God will provide; he who 
really submits to God will always be active, working unwearyingly 
in the sphere in which he is placed; he will fight, labor, and even 
die for God’s honor. Submission means doing what God wills, and 
if our work is not successful in spite of our efforts, suffering as 
God wills. Direct, therefore, all your thoughts, wishes, words and 
works to God; order your lives in accordance with His will; stand 
always by the Cross. Never yield to ridicule, never fear danger or 
loss, but stand fearlessly by the Cross, although to many that Cross 
appears only a folly and stumbling-block. Stand by the Cross, and 
if it proves too hard for you to hold out and endure, have recourse 
to Mary, the steadfast Mother of Sorrows. She never has allowed 
any to fall who have relied upon her; may her love be with you, 
making you brave and strong, steadfast and calm in holy submission 
to God. Amen. 








544 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


EASTER SUNDAY 
“He is risen, He is not here.’—Mark xvi, 6. 


Not only to the pious women who went out to embalm the body 
of Jesus, but also to us and to the whole world did the angel beside 
the empty tomb announce tidings of the utmost joy: “He is risen, 
He is not here.” These words are in perfect harmony with those 
sung by the angels at our Lord’s birth: “Glory be to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good will.” By His resur- 
rection Jesus proved that it was really He, who, for God’s honor 
and peace amongst men, had offered on the Cross the great sacrifice 
of atonement,—that He was indeed the Redeemer. His resurrec- 
tion was the seal of our redemption, and therefore Easter is the 
great festival when we give thanks for all the graces and benefits 
that we owe to it. “With Him is plentiful redemption” ;—these 
words in the psalm are true today of our Lord. When He rose, 
He showed that death had no power over Him; His resurrection was 
a triumph over death. Death had come into the world through 
the devil’s malice, because men by sin had put themselves in the 
power of the evil one; and Jesus, by conquering death, conquered 
also the devil, who had power over it, and thus by His death He 
really delivered us from the power of the devil and from the domin- 
ion of sin. As St. Paul says, He blotted out the handwriting of 
the decree against us, fastening it to the Cross (Cf. Col. ii, 14). In 
His own Blood He washed away our sins, and He suffered both for 
our sins and for those of the whole world. 

Through our Lord’s infinite merits, men are now again admitted 
to be friends and children of God, and to heaven. Hence the angel’s 
words: “He is risen” remind us that we ought not to let His resur- 
rection be in vain, as far as we are concerned, but we must take 
part in His redemption, and lead good lives in future, after cleansing 
our souls from sin by penance. In this way only shall we show 
true gratitude to Jesus for His resurrection, and in this way only 
will it be really Easter, not only in the Church, but also in our hearts. 

Jesus, having conquered death and the devil, through His infinite 
merits has power to help us in our long struggle against sin and 
evil. 

In thought stand by the empty tomb whenever the tempter whis- 
pers to you: “It is too hard for weak mortals to avoid this or that 
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sin.” Your Saviour, who once lay in the tomb, is with you, if you 
earnestly desire it, and ready to give you strength. Nothing that 
He asks can be too hard for those whom He redeemed, since He 
died in order to obtain for them the powerful assistance of God. 

A pagan may say it is too hard to do right, because his religion 
gives him no help; an unbeliever may say it is too hard, because his 
intellect, though he may value it very highly, is unable to withstand 
the fury of his passions; but a Christian cannot say it is too hard, 
when he is called upon to obey Christ’s commandments with his 
Redeemer’s help. 

Ask all the saints, who relied so firmly upon their risen Saviour, 
what would have been too hard for them. The world is amazed at 
their virtues, which in a heathen age would have been deemed 
unattainable; they accomplished what appeared to be far beyond 
the power of mankind, and led an angelic life in their Saviour’s 
strength. 

We are told that our Lord’s tomb was in a garden, and from the 
moment when it was opened, blossoms and fruits, virtues and good 
works, such as had never been seen before, have abounded on 
earth. Christ has redeemed us, too; let us, too, be willing to be 
guided by His grace; let us thankfully, by His assistance, practise 
virtue and good works, and not surrender to cowardice, lukewarm- 
ness and indolence under the pretext that what He requires is too 
hard. He has risen and redeemed us; He has proved by His resur- 
rection that His doctrine is true, for again and again He foretold 
to His disciples that He would rise again, but they did not under- 
stand Him, for His words were hard to comprehend. Therefore, 
He proved that the hardest doctrine which He ever taught was true, 
thus proving the truth of all the rest. Like a bright light this doc- 
trine flashes forth over the whole world from the tomb of our risen 
Lord, and what was its effect? It swept away all the superstitions 
of idolatry, all the horrors by means of which men thought to 
honor their false gods; Christ’s teaching was for all mankind; it 
was not restricted to a few favored individuals; even a very ignorant 
Catholic knows more about God and our salvation than hundreds 
of learned men would have known in pagan times. The life of 
whole nations is permeated by the doctrines of Christianity, their 
moral standard has been raised, their modes of thought changed, 
and their ideas and actions sanctified. So deep was the impression 
made upon the whole of civilized existence by the doctrines of our 
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own risen Lord, that at the present time those who in their ingrati- 
tude refuse to believe in Him are nevertheless, without being aware 
of it, influenced by His Spirit. Whatever good they do, or teach, is 
due to Christianity, without which they would never have known 
many truths that they regard as matters of intellect. 

Let us thank our risen Saviour for His teaching and for the 
precious gift of redemption. Let us beware of trying to bring His 
doctrines into agreement with our passions, or to interpret them 
according to our perverse minds; what He taught, we will believe, 
now and for ever, and thus we shall reach heaven, our final goal. 

Jesus is risen, He has redeemed us, and so we are destined for 
heaven. What encouragement does this truth contain! Without 
it life would, indeed, be cold and hopeless. Without redemption we 
should not know why we were sent into this world to undergo so 
many troubles during our short span of life, nor why we should be 
encompassed on all sides with sorrows. Life has no meaning for 
one who does not believe in the redemption, but in its light life 
appears full of significance and importance. In the light of the 
redemption we see that life is the narrow way, often painful and 
perplexing, leading up to heaven, if we are guided by the hand of 
our risen Saviour. We were created not for this brief life on earth, 
but for eternity, to which we may attain through Jesus Christ. Let 
us therefore thank Him to-day for all the graces of redemption, 
that He ratified by His Resurrection. Let us avoid sin, resolving 
firmly to do what is right and faithfully to follow out His teaching. 
Let us live, not for earth, but for heaven. This should be our 
thankoffering to Him to-day on the feast of His Resurrection, 
our thankoffering for His abundant redemption. Amen. 





LOW SUNDAY 


“Thomas answered and said to Him: ‘My Lord and my God.’ ”—John xx, 28. 


In commenting on to-day’s gospel, St. Gregory says very beauti- 
fully: “Do you think that it happened accidentally that the Apostle 
Thomas was first absent, and, after he came, heard; and having 
heard, doubted; and having doubted, touched; and by touching ob- 
tained faith?” No, all this did not happen accidentally, but by the 
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grace of God; for in a very wonderful way God in His mercy al- 
lowed the wounds of our unbelief to be healed by the Apostle who, 
because he doubted, touched the actual marks of His Divine Mas- 
ter’s wounds. St. Thomas, by his want of faith, did more towards 
helping us to believe than did the other Apostles by their faith, since 
he was brought back to faith by touch, and this fact encourages us 
to cast aside all doubt and strengthens our faith. Therefore, our 
Lord permitted this disciple to doubt after the Resurrection, but 
He did not let him continue to do so. He wished Thomas to be a 
witness to the truth of the Resurrection, because, in consequence of 
his doubts, he actually touched the marks of our Saviour’s wounds. 

People might have been inclined to think that the Apostles’ credu- 
lity led them to deceive themselves, or to be deceived, regarding the 
Resurrection, had it not been impossible even to suspect St. Thomas 
of credulity. He said: “Except I shall see in His hands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and 
put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” But afterwards, 
being thoroughly convinced, he threw himself at Christ’s feet, 
exclaiming: “My Lord and my God.” Surely only one unwill- 
ing to believe could still refuse to admit the truth of the Resurrec- 
tion! Thomas cried: “My Lord” ;—Thou art here Thyself; it is no 
illusion of my excited imagination, no ghost, no apparition resem- 
bling Thee that I behold; Thou art here, with the same body which 
suffered the torture of the Cross and the agony of death. “My 
God.”—From the very fact that Thou art Thyself present, I know 
Thee, Jesus, to be indeed my God.—Thus spoke St. Thomas, and 
thus we, too, should speak with him. 

Through Christ’s Resurrection we recognize His divinity. The 
truth, so often and so plainly proclaimed, that He was God, was con- 
firmed by all His miracles, for God would certainly never give one, 
who spoke untruths, power to work miracles. It is impossible for 
God, being all holy, to confirm falsehoods by miracles. Therefore, 
our Lord’s miracles in general are a proof of His Divinity, but His 
Resurrection is the greatest and most glorious of them all; for Christ 
rose from the dead by His own power. He was not raised by some 
higher authority. By rising again He proved the truth of the words: 
“I have power to lay down my life, and I have power to take it up 
again; as the Father hath life in Himself, even so hath He granted 
to the Son to have life in Himself. I am the Resurrection and the 
Life.” Every creature has life, not of itself, but given to it by its 
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Creator; God alone has life in Himself; consequently Jesus is God. 
This doctrine of our Lord’s Divinity is a fundamental doctrine in 
Christianity, and denial of it involves a denial of Christianity as a 
whole; for to deny that Jesus is God involves a denial that He spoke 
the truth, when He declared Himself to be God indeed, the Son of 
the Almighty Father. Let us always hold fast to this sacred truth, 
which is confirmed by the strongest proofs. Everything,—all our 
faith and all our virtue—depends upon our belief in the Divinity 
of Christ. 

Jesus is truly God. Of what avail is the learning of men, pro- 
found and attractive as it may appear? Every man, however wise, 
is not only capable of error, but does actually err in many respects. 

History teaches us this truth; for we read of great men who have 
propounded famous theories, universally accepted and believed, and 
yet in course of time the errors underlying them have revealed them- 
selves, and the theories have gradually been discarded, giving place 
to others, more recently put forward; until at last the mention of 
these men and their doctrines is enough to remind us how easy it 
is to make mistakes. We should indeed be in a sad plight had we 
to rely exclusively upon human learning. We should have no firm 
foothold, but only a fear of being compelled to deny to-morrow 
what to-day appears true, and to curse what to-day seems most 
sacred. But, as it is, we rely not on the doctrines of men, but on 
the teaching of Him who, by His Resurrection, proved Himself to 
be God. What can make us waver in our faith? Nothing, for 
what we believe is the word of the eternal, unchanging Truth, and 
His doctrines are as true now as they were in the past and as they 
will be forever. Heaven and earth may pass away, but His words 
can never pass away. 

Jesus is truly God. This truth strengthens us to do right. Even 
if men could teach infallibly what is right and true, their teaching 
would be of no avail, since the fairer the colors in which they 
depicted virtue, the more painfully should we recognize our inability 
to attain to it, as they could not impart to us strength to do right. 
But He who teaches us is truly God, the Bestower of grace, the sup- 
port of our souls, the vine of which we are the branches, and the 
strength of our hearts, without whom we can do nothing, and with 
whom we can do all things. God Himself helps us to accomplish 
what He would have us do. How consoling and encouraging is this 
doctrine! Whoever recognizes Christ as truly God, can never cease 
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to strive after perfection, knowing that he will not strive in vain, 
as, by aid of the grace given by our risen Saviour, it is possible for 
him to advance daily on the way of salvation. 

My Lord and my God! In Thy Resurrection I recognize Thee as 
my true God, whose teaching and grace are given me for my salva- 
tion. Throughout my life I will acknowledge Thee as my God, by 
the firmness of my faith and perseverance in doing what is right. 
Amen. 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


“T am the good shepherd.”—John x, 14. 


By his Resurrection our Lord proved Himself to be our Redeemer, 
and we are reminded of this fact in to-day’s gospel, where He 
stated it plainly; for, by calling Himself the Good Shepherd, He 
referred to the fulfillment in His own person of many prophecies, 
because Isaias, Jeremias and Ezechiel had all announced the Re- 
deemer as a good shepherd. Our Lord implied by His words that 
He was the Messias foretold by the prophets, and that He proved 
it by being in very truth a good shepherd. If He is the Good Shep- 
herd, it must be our duty to acknowledge Him as such, and to fol- 
low His voice; in fact He meant us to understand this from the 
words: “I know Mine (1. e., my sheep), and Mine know Me.” 

We recognize Him as the Good Shepherd by His zeal in teaching 
us, feeding us, as it were, with the words of Divine truth. Through- 
out His whole life He strove incessantly to make known to us the 
eternal truths that we should never have learnt without Him, and 
that are necessary to enable us to find the right way of salvation. 

When as a boy, twelve years of age, He allowed the light of His 
wisdom to shine forth in the Temple at Jerusalem, He showed His 
intense eagerness to announce the Divine revelation to men, and 
the same zeal was displayed in all its fullness when, at the age of 
thirty, He entered upon His public ministry. It never diminished, 
from the time when He first began to teach, to the hour of His 
death, and it gave Him no rest. He did not weary of travelling up 
and down throughout the whole of Judea, preaching everywhere the 
newly revealed word of God. Hunger and thirst, heat and cold, 
and the difficulties of the way had no power to deter Him. He 
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taught all day long, and even by night there came to Him some who, 
like Nicodemus, were seeking salvation, but feared openly to con- 
fess their faith in Him. In spite of the weakness of their faith, 
our Lord devoted to them the hours of sleep, that He might arouse 
them from the sleep of sin, and bring them out of the darkness of 
ignorance to the light of a true knowledge of God. Neither amidst 
the merry-making at the marriage at Cana, nor in His agony on the 
Cross did He ever cease teaching. He showed Himself to be the 
Good Shepherd, by the ardent zeal with which He expounded to us 
men our holy faith, and we show our recognition of Him as the 
Good Shepherd when we do our best to learn of Him and to impress 
His holy doctrines, not only upon memory, but upon our hearts. 
We show our recognition of Him if the knowledge of salvation that 
He proclaimed is more precious to us than any other form of knowl- 
edge, and if, like St. Paul, we can say that we desire above all 
things to know Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Let us, therefore, 
beg the Good Shepherd to give us the gift of faith, to make us 
delight in His holy word, to help us to live in accordance with it, 
and to be unwearied in carrying out His teaching, as He was un- 
wearied in instructing us. 

Jesus was the Good Shepherd, and proved it by the compassion 
that He felt for all mankind. He grieved at seeing how many had 
gone astray and were lost by their own fault, and He left His heav- 
enly home because men had turned aside from it, for in His com- 
passion He longed to lead them back thither. 

The Good Shepherd felt compassion also with the temporal suffer- 
ings of men; His Heart was full of sympathy for all in sorrow; He 
was ever ready to comfort the afflicted and to heal the sick. As long 
as He lived on earth, He took upon Himself all the needs, trials and 
sufferings of mankind, and even now, although He dwells in heaven, 
He is still the Good Shepherd, full of the tenderest sympathy, re- 
garding all our griefs as His own. He stated this expressly when 
He declared that at the Last Judgment He would say: “I was poor, 
sick, a prisoner, hungry and thirsty.” He accepts all that we do to 
help our neighbors in their necessities as if we had done it to Him- 
self; and it is His will that we should see Him in every sufferer. 
There can be no greater sympathy than this, and if we are con- 
vinced that He, the Good Shepherd, is filled with compassion for 
us, we cannot fail to trust Him most completely, and we shall never 
be impatient or murmur against God, for we shall know that Jesus 
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is aware of our troubles, and if He, in spite of His compassion, does 
not help us at once, it must be because He sees that our suffering 
tends to our eternal salvation. We ought never to despond, as if 
we were forsaken, for our good and compassionate Shepherd is 
always looking down upon us from heaven. Men may forsake us, 
but He will never do so. Let us, therefore, beseech Him to give 
us real confidence in His help, so that, whatever may happen to us, 
we may hold fast to Him. Let us ask Him never to let us abandon 
Him, our truest Friend, who is incapable of deceiving us, and let us 
show, by our trust in His compassion, that we know Him to be our 
Good Shepherd. 

Jesus was the Good Shepherd, and proved it by the mercy with 
which He welcomed sinners, rebuking them gently, arousing contri- 
tion in their hearts, and finally forgiving their sins, when in humility 
and sorrow they cast themselves at His feet. Mary Magdalen, 
Zachzus, the man sick of the palsy, and the penitent thief on the Cross 
all recognized Him as the Good Shepherd; in short, every one did so 
to whom He said: “Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee.” From 
the time of His Ascension to the present day, how many millions 
have received God’s grace, peace of mind and a claim to heaven 
through the power of forgiving sins, which He bestowed upon the 
Apostles! All these millions, with heartfelt joy and gratitude, have 
recognized Him as their Good Shepherd. Let us do the same. Let 
us, too, reflect how far we have gone astray in our sins, and that, 
when we are off the right path, far from Him, death lies in wait for 
us; let us make a good confession and so return to Him; He will 
forgive us and sustain us by His grace on the way to everlasting life. 
He will lead us, as it were, to good pastures, along paths by which 
our souls will gain strength to do right, and grow more worthy of 
heaven. 

Jesus was the Good Shepherd, and His infinite love, revealed in 
His whole life, bore witness to the fact. It was as the Good Shep- 
herd in infinite love that He came down to earth at Christmas; as 
the Good Shepherd He went about doing good; as the Good Shep- 
herd He ascended to heaven, and, still as the Good Shepherd, He 
sits at the right hand of the Father, watching over us and loving 
us. If only we recognize Him as the Good Shepherd, our hearts 
will be filled with love of Him. “I know My sheep and My sheep 
know Me.” This can mean nothing but: “I love My sheep and My 
sheep love Me.” Let us ask Him to give us the true love of Him, 
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which manifests itself in ready service, in willingness to obey, in 
suffering and enduring all things gladly, and in laboring to please 
Him. As long as we are in this world, our love for the Good Shep- 
herd will not of course secure to us the sensation of perfect happi- 
ness; it will require us to undertake many tasks repugnant to us, 
but this must not prevent us from loving Him with all our hearts, 
for it was by undergoing so many great hardships and trials for our 
sake, that He proved Himself to be the Good Shepherd who really 
loved His flock. 

Let us, therefore, bear with patience the various mortifications 
that the struggle to do right involves, remembering that our Good 
Shepherd, whilst on earth, renounced the joys of this world. Let 
us not be led astray by temptations, however hard it may be to over- 
come them; our Good Shepherd out of love of us allowed Himself to 
be tempted and taught us how to triumph over the tempter. Let us 
pay no attention if others ridicule or despise us on account of our 
efforts to love and serve our Lord; He, the Good Shepherd, en- 
dured persecution and scorn for our sake. However hard we have 
to toil and labor on the path of duty and virtue, let us never com- 
plain that our burden is too heavy, since Jesus, our Good Shepherd, 
thought no work and no exertion too great, if it was to do us good. 
Let us ask Him to enable us to show in our lives that we acknowl- 
edge Him as our Good Shepherd, by following His most holy ex- 
ample and shrinking from no trials and difficulties that may fall to 
our lot, if we really love Him. Jesus is the Good Shepherd,—let us 
put all our faith and hope in Him; let Him be the love of our hearts. 
He is the Good Shepherd; let us turn to Him with true contrition 
for our sins; let us follow Him, confessing Him before men, con- 
secrating all our life to His service and working constantly for Him 
to the hour of our death. Amen. 











SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 
PALM SUNDAY 


BY THE RIGHT REV. ALEX. MACDONALD, D.D. 


SYNOPSIS.—1. A long service—a short sermon. Ceremony of blessing 
the palms at once a memorial and a symbol. The scene pictured in the 
Gospel. “Behold thy King cometh to thee meek, and sitting upon an ass.” 

2. Outwardly the day one of triumph for the lowly Galilean acclaimed 
Son of David by His own people. More than the Son of David, He is 
Son of the living God. Sees, what human eyes could not see, the near 
approach of His humiliation, and hears the voice of the rabble shouting, 
“Crucify Him.’ Alone amid that jubilant multitude is grave and sad. 

3. The scene a touching one, and in a sense typical. Our own lives 
mirrored in the Gospel scene. Fair-weather friends, we fain would 
withdraw when the sky is overcast. 

4. The symbolism of to-days ceremony. The palm and the olive em- 
blems of the Victor over death and the Prince of peace. 

5. The blessed palm borne to our homes a memorial of far-off events. 
We, too, anointed with the oil of gladness. We, too, sharers in the 
peace that passeth understanding. Soldiers of Christ, girded for the 
ee? “Be thou fatthful until death, and I will give thee the crown 
of life.” 


The blessing of the palms and the reading of the Passion make 
to-day’s service a long one. Therefore I shall speak but briefly. 

The ceremony that you have just witnessed is at once a memorial 
and a symbol. As a memorial it carries the mind back to that far- 
away scene near the Holy City, which is so vividly pictured in the 
Gospel that has just been read. Our blessed Lord on His way from 
Jericho to Jerusalem comes to the little village of Bethphage, over 
the shoulder of the Mount of Olives. He sends two of His disciples 
into the village and bids them bring Him an ass on which He is to 
make His entry into Jerusalem. This He does, as St. Matthew re- 
minds us, that it may be fulfilled, which was foretold by the prophet: 
“Behold, thy King cometh to thee meek, and sitting upon an ass.” 
There are with our blessed Lord, besides His disciples, a multitude 
of men. They followed Him as He came on His journey from 
Jericho, or have come out to meet Him from Jerusalem. Some 
spread thin garments on the path before Him. Others cut down the 
boughs of the palm tree and the olive that grow on the hillside, and 
strew them on the way. All join in the glad acclaim: “Hosanna to 
the Son of David; blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord; Hosanna in the highest!” 

Outwardly and to all human seeming this is a day of triumph for 
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the lowly Galilean. Here is He who passed for the son of Joseph, 
the carpenter of Nazareth, now openly hailed by His own country- 
men as the Son of David, the long-wished-for Messias, the Expected 
of the nations, and Desire of the eternal hills. He comes, it should 
seem, to take peaceful possession of the throne of His Father, and 
to reign over a willing people in Jerusalem, the ancient seat of 
sovereign power, the chosen city of God. One would need to be 
more than human not to feel that it is a great day, a day of exalta- 
tion and a day of joy. And He who draws near the city, He who 
comes, as was foretold by the prophet, meek, and sitting upon an ass, 
He, indeed, is more than human, more than the Son of David for 
whom the Jews own Him this day. He is the Son of God, the Son 
of the living God, who, “being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal to God, but emptied Himself, taking the form 
of a servant, being made in the likeness of men, and in fashion 
formed as a man.” At this very moment, when the hosannas of a 
people are sounding in His ears, He knows that the time is nigh 
when He shall further humble Himself, becoming obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Cross. He knows, for He is God, that 
some of the very men who are hailing Him Son of David, will, not 
many days hence, be joining their voices with the rabble before the 
judgment seat of Pilate, and crying out: “Crucify Him, crucify 
Him.” Hence, alone amid that jubilant multitude and surrounded 
by those tokens of triumph, He who is the object of all the acclaim, 
is grave and sad. We are told by another Evangelist that when He 
was now in sight of the city, He wept over it, saying: “Hadst thou 
known, and that in this thy day, the things that are for thy peace; 
but now they are hidden from thy sight.” 

Such, then, is the scene and such are the incidents which to-day’s 
ceremony serves to recall to our minds. The scene is a touching one, 
and in its way typical. The multitude that confessed Christ on that 
day were like the great mass of those who confess Him in every age 
since then. Alas, for the fickleness of human nature! We see our 
own lives mirrored in the Gospel scene. One day we acclaim Christ 
our King, and the very next day, perhaps, we desert Him, and go 
over to the enemy, take up again the works and pomps of the devil 
which we renounced in baptism. We serve Him by fits and starts. 
We are fair-weather friends. We follow Him when we find it easy 
to do so. We are ready to work for Him and with Him when all 
goes well with us, and to shout hosannas, but we murmur when trials 
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come upon us, and when we are called upon to share His Cross we 
shrink from the sacrifice. 

Let us glance at the symbolic meaning of to-day’s ceremony. The 
branches with which the multitude strewed the way were cut from 
the palm and olive trees. The men who cut and strewed them simply 
meant to honor our Lord. They little thought, in all likelihood, that 
their action had a symbolic significance. Yet it is plain to us who 
look back on the scene that those branches bore a hidden meaning 
and were fitting emblems of Him who was making His solemn entry 
into the city of His fathers. For the oil of the olive tree is used in 
anointing, and Christ is the anointed of the Lord—anointed above 
His fellows with the oil of gladness. The olive, too, is the emblem 
of peace, and He who went by Bethany that day into the holy city 
is the Prince of peace, and the Giver of that peace which passeth 
understanding. The palm, on the other hand, is the emblem of 
victory, and our Lord was on the eve of the great struggle in which 
He was to snatch from the very jaws of defeat the victory of vic- 
tories—victory over death and the powers of darkness. 

To-day, then, in memory of those far-off events, we take the 
blessed palm and bear it to our homes. We, too, have been anointed 
with the oil of gladness, God’s sweet grace, in baptism, and in the 
tribunal of penance have heard as from the lips of Christ Himself: 
“Go in peace; thy sins are forgiven thee.” We, too, as followers of 
Christ, must be girded for the battle, seeing that the life of man 
is a warfare upon the earth. Let us bear ourselves in the day of 
our trial as true soldiers of Christ. Let us fight the good fight that 
we may one day be found worthy to wear the crown—to join the 
great multitude of all nations, and tribes, and peoples, and tongues, 
who stand before the throne of God and in sight of the Lamb, 
clothed in white robes and with palms in their hands. 
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EASTER SUNDAY 
THE MEANING OF THE RESURRECTION | 
BY THE RIGHT REV. JOHN S. VAUGHAN, D.D. 


“If Christ be not risen again, your faith is vain, and our preaching is vain, 
and we are still in our sins.”—St. Paul. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Jews asked for a sign, and our Lord gives them the sign 
of Jonas and its application. The value of the Resurrection; 1. as the 
foundation of Faith; 2. as a proof for the Divinity of Christ. The proofs 
of the reality of the death of Christ; His Passion and all the circum- 
stances surrounding His death. The proofs of the reality of His Resur- 
rection—taken from the attendant circumstances, especially the action of 
the Apostles and the growth of the Church. The effect on us, viz., in- 
crease of faith and exhibition of loving practical gratitude towards Christ. 


When the incredulous Jews demanded from Jesus Christ some 
proof of His divine mission, saying, “Master, we would see a sign 
from thee,” our Lord answered: “An evil and adulterous generation 
seeketh a sign; and a sign shall not be given it, but the sign of Jonas 
the Prophet. For, as Jonas was in the whale’s belly three days 
and three nights, so shall the Son of man be in the heart of the 
earth three days and three nights” (Matt. xii, 38, 39). 

The Old Testament, my dear brethren, is full of figures, and 
types, and shadows of the New. Again and again we find some 
great event concerning our Lord’s life illustrated and portrayed 
centuries before it occured, in the history of the chosen people of 
God, the Jews. The instance before us to-day is from the prophecy 
of Jonas. In those inspired pages we are told how Jonas went down 
to Joppe and embarked for Tharsis. Having paid his fare, he went 
below to take his rest. “But the Lord sent a great wind into the 
sea,” and raised a terrific tempest, so that the ship was in danger of 
being dashed to pieces. So great was the fear of all on board, that 
at last they sought to lighten the ship by casting the cargo it was 
carrying into the water. . . . Since the danger, however, seemed 
only to increase, they said, “Every one to his fellow: Come, let us 
cast lots, that we may discover why this evil is upon us. And they 
cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonas.” . . . “And they said to Jonas: 
‘What shall we do to thee, that the sea may grow calm, and that we 
may be secure?’ And he replied: “Take me up and cast me into the 
sea, and the sea shall grow calm.’” . . . “And they took Jonas and 
cast him into the sea, and at once the sea ceased from raging” 
(Jonas, i). 
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“Now the Lord (the prophet goes on to say) prepared a great 
fish to swallow up Jonas, and Jonas was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights.” . . . Then “the Lord spoke to the fish, 
and it vomited out Jonas upon the dry land” (Jonas, ii). 

This was indeed a great miracle, yet it was but a type of a far 
more stupendous miracle which was to come, viz., the dwelling of 
our Divine Lord for three days and nights in the bowels of the 
earth. For as Jonas was buried for three days and nights in the 
belly of the whale, so Christ was buried for three days and nights 
in the belly of the earth. And as Jonas was “vomited forth” by the 
fish, on the third day, so, too, Jesus Christ sprang forth by His own 
power from the sepulchre on the third day. Further, as Jonas, by 
consenting to be thrown into the raging sea, saved the rest of the 
passengers and crew from the jaws of death, so our Lord by con- 
senting to be cast into a veritable sea of pain, and suffering, and 
humiliation during His passion, rescued all of us from the far more 
terrible jaws of hell. 

But for the sacrifice of Jonas the entire ship would have 
foundered with all hands. Similarly, but for the sacrifice of Christ, 
the entire world would have sunk into eternal perdition. For St. 
Paul assures us that “It is impossible that with the blood of oxen 
and goats sin should be taken away” (Heb. x, 4). So, again, as 
Jonas offered himself a willing victim, saying to the terrified 
mariners, “Take me, and cast me into the sea,” so Christ offered 
Himself a willing victim for the sins of the world. “At the head of 
the book it is written . . . behold, I come to do Thy will” (Heb. 
7 and 8). Lastly, as we are told that “the Lord prepared 
a great fish to swallow Jonas,” so the same almighty Lord pre- 
pared a special new sepulchre to receive the body of Christ, His 
eternal Son. 

The importance of this glorious miracle is seen, not only from the 
fact that Christ gave it as a sign of his authority, but because of the 
consequences which would follow, were it not true. On this point 
nothing can be clearer than the words of St. Paul himself: “If 
Christ be not risen again, your faith is vain, and our preaching is 
vain, and we are still in our sins.” Indeed, among the many proofs 
of Christ’s divinity, His glorious Resurrection from the dead is the 
foremost and the chief. St. Ambrose calls it primum et maximum 
fidei fundamentum, the foremost and the grandest basis of our faith. 

In order to satisfy even the most critical and unbelieving of the 
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truth of the Resurrection, it is enough to prove two great facts. 
The first is (a) that Christ really and truly died. The second is (b) 
that after death He really and truly lived again. 

Let us begin by establishing without doubt His death. Then we 
will prove His return to life. In the first place, then, call to mind 
that He was solemnly condemned in the public halls of justice, in 
presence of an immense concourse of people, who were thirsting 
for His Blood, and who would never have rested till they had satis- 
fied themselves that the sentence had been carried out. 

Before being dragged to Calvary He was most cruelly scourged 
and had grown weak and exhausted by loss of blood; further, from 
the evening of the previous day He had had nothing to eat, and was 
worn out with want of food. In the third place, the brutal soldiers 
had woven together a crown of briars and thorns, strong and sharp 
and long, as we see in the models kept in divers churches to the 
present day. And, having plaited it, they raised it up and forced it 
upon His head, hammering it down with great violence, until the 
Blood flowed anew from a hundred fresh wounds. So weak and 
ill-treated a body need but little more to deprive it entirely of life, 
and was in no condition to face the difficult journey up the hill of 
Calvary, to the place of execution. Indeed, as it was, our blessed 
Lord fell several times under the weight of the Cross, which He 
was forced to carry so long as it was at all possible. On arriving 
at the summit He was thrown upon the wooden beams, and huge 
nails were driven through His Palms and through His sacred Feet, 
from which the Blood oozed out and soaked the ground. Then He 
was lifted up and hung suspended between heaven and earth, from 
His Hands and His Feet. No one could live long in that condition, 
however strong, and Jesus had lost all His strength by reason of the 
ill treatment He had already received. Hence we are not surprised to 
read in the inspired narrative that, “Having taken the vinegar, He 
said: ‘It is consummated’; and bowing His head, He gave up the 
ghost” (John xix, 30). Now, the sacred text goes on to say that 
“The Jews (because it was the Parasceve) besought Pilate that the 
legs of the three crucified victims might be broken; in short, that 
they might be put out of their misery, and the bodies taken down. 
They represented to Pilate that the Mosaic Law strictly demanded 
the burial of executed criminals before the night came on, and that 
it would be unbecoming to have three criminals hanging upon the 
Cross on the holy Easter Sabbath. Thereupon the executioners, 











SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS.OR EPISTLES 559 


armed with iron trimmed clubs; broke the bones of the two thieves. 
But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, 
they did not break His legs, but one of the soldiers (named 
Longinus) with a spear opened His side, and immediately there 
came forth blood and water” (John xix, 32-34). 

The soldiers had already quite satisfied themselves that He was 
dead, so that Longinus oversteps all bounds of humane feeling when, 
seizing a lance, he deliberately thrusts it through the side and heart 
of our blessed Saviour. Observe the Evangelist does not say that 
he “wounded” it, but that he “opened it,” so that there came out 
blood and water. Indeed, the fact that later on St. Thomas was able 
to put his hand into the side of our risen Lord, shows what a wound 
it must have been. If not dead before, then, surely, He was dead 
then! A still more unequivocal proof was the issue of blood and 
water. All medical men agree that if Christ had been alive when 
the spear “opened His side,” pure blood must have escaped from 
the wound; whereas it is particularly said that water as well as 
blood gushed from the opening. Consequently He must have been 
already dead. But had he been still alive, that spear-thrust would 
have killed Him. 

If we take into consideration the intense enmity and hatred of 
the Jews and the way in which they thirsted for His life, we may 
rest assured that they would watch most carefully to see that the 
sentence of death, for which they clamored, and perjured them- 
selves, and suborned false witnesses, was carried out. So there is 
not a shadow of doubt about the fact. But, just for the sake of 
the argument, let us suppose that Jesus was only in a swoon or in a 
faint. How will. that impossible supposition help our opponents? 
Not at all. For, had there been one little flickering spark of sensa- 
tion left in Him, the only chance of fanning such a feeble spark 
into life would have been the most careful nursing in a warm, well 
ventilated room, and the administration of nourishing food and 
proper clothing. But, instead of that, the body was wrapped in 
nothing but a linen winding sheet, and was laid in a cold stone 
sepulchre, unattended and uncared for, during the space of three 
days and nights. This was enough, and more than enough, to ex- 
tinguish every trace of vitality, even on the wild agen that 
any such traces had existed. 

Yet unbelievers have the hardihood to ask us to believe not only 
that our Lord was still breathing, but that after-His scourging, His 








560 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


crowning with thorns, His crucifixion, and His piercing with a 
spear, and three days and nights without food or clothing in a cold 
stone tomb, He was strong enough to rise up and roll back the 
stone from the entrance, and be as well and as strong as ever. 

People who believe, in the face of such evidence, that Christ 
did not really die, will believe anything, and are not worth 
considering. 

But, if Christ died, it is equally clear that He rose again, im- 
mortal and impassible. 


Proors oF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION 


We have shown that Christ truly died. To prove His Resurrec- 
tion, it is sufficient to show that He lived and moved among men 
after the period of the Crucifixion. Let us proceed to the task. 

We would first observe here, that almighty God, who rules over 
all and disposes every event of life so as to secure His divine pur- 
poses, evidently made use of the very envy and mistrust and 
suspicion of the Jews to further the cause of Divine truth. Indeed, 
if the enemies of Christ had not taken such precautions, the argu- 
ments for His Resurrection would have been shorn of much of their 
value. 

In the first place, consider the stratagems to which the Jews had 
recourse, in order to prevent the disciples of Christ deceiving them 
in the matter of His predicted rising from the tomb. So soon as 
they heard that Joseph of Arimathea had received permission from 
Pilate to take the Body of Jesus down from the Cross, and that he 
had wrapped it up in a clean linen cloth, and then had placed it in 
his own new monument, which he had hewed in a rock (Matt. xxvii, 
58-60), they began to take alarm. So the next day the chief priests 
and the pharisees came together, and seeking an interview with 
Pilate, said: “Sir, we have remembered that that seducer said, while 
He was yet alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ Command, 
therefore, that the sepulchre be guarded until the third day, lest per- 
haps, His disciples come and steal Him away, and say to the people, 
‘He is risen from the dead,’ and the last error shall be worse than 
the first” (Matt. xxvii, 62-64). To this deputation Pilate replied: 
“Very well, you have a guard of your own; go, guard it as you 
know” (ib. 65), upon which they not only placed a strong guard 
around the place where our Lord’s sacred Body lay, but they even 








SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 561 


took the additional precaution to “seal the stone” that closed the 
mouth of the sepulchre, so that no one without their knowledge 
could possibly tamper with it, or force it away, and so rob the Body 
and pretend it had arisen miraculously. 

But all their efforts were in vain, and served only to make our 
Lord’s Resurrection more conspicuous and incontestable. The very 
men placed about the sepulchre to prevent any trick being played 
were the first and certainly the most impartial witnesses of the 
stupendous event. They saw with their own eyes the ponderous 
stone rolled back, and Jesus leaping triumphantly from the dark 
cavern hewn in the rock, glorious and impassible. No wonder the 
Evangelist tells us that “some of the guards hastened into the city 
and told the chief priests all things that had been done” (Matt. 
XXVili, II). 

The priests and the ancients, and in fact all who heard the startling 
news, were naturally very much excited, and troubled, and alarmed. 
But what could they possibly do? The miracle was wrought. The 
prediction had been fulfilled. As Jonas was three days in the 
whale’s belly, so Christ had been three days in the belly of the earth. 
And, as the whale had belched forth Jonas on the third day, hale 
and strong, so the grave gave up the crucified body of Jesus on the 
third day, full of grace and glory. 

The only escape possible from their difficulty was to bribe the 
guards. This they immediately proceeded to do in the most bare- 
faced way. St. Matthew informs us how they met together and dis- 
cussed the whole situation. Finally they resolved to distribute hush- 
money among the witnesses, and to bid them hold their tongues. 
“Taking counsel, they gave a great sum of money to the soldiers” 
(ib. 12). Further, they even instructed them what to say, and in- 
vented a specious story, which they hoped, no doubt, might be ac- 
cepted by the not too discriminating populace. They made the 
soldiers promise to explain how “The disciples of Christ came by 
night and stole Him away when we were asleep” (ib. 13). Sucha 
plea evidently did not altogether commend itself to the soldiers. 
They scarcely cared to accuse themselves to their chief of sleeping 
while on duty, and rightly feared the consequences of such pre- 
tended neglect. So the priests and the ancients promised to make 
it all right with the superior officer, saying: “If this comes to the 
governor’s ears, we will persuade him and make it all right for you” 
(ib. 14). “So, taking the money, they did as they were taught; and 
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this story was spread abroad among the Jews, even unto this day” 
(1b. 15). Surely, this account is circumstantial enough. 

But quite a number of other circumstances may be pointed to as 
additional arguments of Christ’s Resurrection, the accumulative 
value of which can scarcely be estimated. 

It the first place, let us suppose that what the Jews declared were 
true, and that the disciples had really been able to gather in suffi- 
cient force to roll away the enormous stone that closed the entrance 
to the tomb, and to break the seals, without awakening any single 
member of the guard of soldiers who were watching over it, a 
highly incredible theory, the question still remains: What became of 
the Body? What did the Apostles do with it? A human body is 
not a thing that one can stow away anywhere. How is it that no 
one has ever been able to point it out? Had it not risen, the Jews 
might easily have discovered it, and then have pointed it out, and 
exclaimed: “He is not risen; He is still here. Look, and examine 
for yourselves. You are founding your creed upon an imposture,” 
and so forth. But this they were never able to do. 

So, again, to pass to another argument. Our Lord actually ap- 
peared to His followers and friends for the space of forty days, 
after He rose from the tomb. And we can account for the entire 
change that came over His followers and disciples in no other way 
except by admitting that He really did move among them and assure 
them of His actual return to life, by virtue of His own inherent 
power. 

Let us consider the circumstances, and we shall see that the whole 
history of the early Christian Church remains wholly inexplicable, 
unless the Resurrection is accepted. The Apostles and disciples had 
forsaken home and friends and occupations, to follow Him, whom 
they believed to be the Messias. They regarded Him as the 
Promised One, who should free Israel from the Roman yoke and 
make the “chosen people” the rulers of the world. They were still 
carnal minded, and had not risen to the conception of a spiritual 
kingdom, and had no idea of a suffering Redeemer, though Christ 
had often tried to impress this view upon them. Even when they 
followed Him to Jerusalem, just before His passion, they still enter- 
tained the hope that He would at last declare Himself, and begin 
manifesting the glories and the triumph of Shiloh. But hope told 
a flattering tale. Things did not turn out as they expected. They 
beheld their Master betrayed, condemned, slain, and apparently un- 
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able to help Himself. Terrified beyond measure at the violence of 
the multitude, and at the hatred of the Sanhedrin, they fled away 
and abandoned their Leader to His fate. 

They had looked upon Him as the Messias, yet there He hung, 
dead and helpless, before their very eyes. They thought that it was 
He who was to have redeemed Israel; but now they were persuaded 
that they had been deceived. All was now over. He was not, He 
could not be the Messias, for the dead cannot lead a nation to vic- 
tory. But, worst of all, He had died upon the tree of shame, the 
death of a common slave and malefactor. Why, the curse of Je- 
hovah Himself had fallen upon Him, for is it not written, “Cursed 
be he that hangs on the tree!” 

In short, dejection, disappointment, danas and fear had taken 
possession of their minds and hearts, and they were ready to aban- 
don all hope, and sorrowfully deemed their mission at an end. 

Yet, wonderful to relate, only a few weeks later their whole atti- 
tude is changed! See! these cowards have become utterly fearless ; 
these faithless followers, hiding away for fear of the Jews, now 
court publicity and openly proclaim the Crucified to be the Master 
of life and of death, and the Lord of light and glory. They who but 
yesterday trembled at the sound of their own voices and who feared 
to acknowledge the Divine Master; yea, who denied Him, with 
curses and oaths, at the challenge of even a serving maid, now know 
no fear. Neither the hostility of the Sanhedrin, nor the loss of 
friends, nor social ostracism, nor stripes, nor torture, nor death itself, 
can silence them, nor restrain their fervor and their zeal for their 
Divine Master. 

With one voice they assert that He whom the Jews had so cruelly 
murdered is no other than the Son of God, the promised Messias, 
the all-powerful Lord of the world. 

In a word, some unprecedented thing had taken place. Some 
stupendous event had happened, which suddenly transformed them, 
and turned them into different beings. Something had, in a moment, 
banished all their fears, dissipated all their doubts, enlivened their 
drooping spirits, stiffened their wills, and inflamed their zeal, and 
made them other men. Not one, but all were set on fire. Not one, 
but all boldly and defiantly “preached Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews indeed a stumbling block, and unto the Gentile foolishness” 
(TI. Cor. i, ag). 

How do we account for this? There is just one explanation, but 
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only one. The simple explanation is that the truth of Christ’s di- 
vinity had been made clear, certain, unmistakable and evident. They 
were filled with daring and heroism, and laughed at torture and 
death, so that some exclaimed mockingly, “These men are full of 
new wine” (Acts II, i). And why? Because they at last “knew 
in whom they had believed” and were certain that (II. Timothy i, 
12), He was, what He had declared, viz., the Son of the living God. 
He had truly risen. He had appeared and conversed with many. 
He had entered their council chamber, “the doors being locked,” and 
showed them His hands and His side, and even allowed Thomas to 
put his fingers into the wound of His side and to assure himself of 
His absolute reality and identity. He presented Himself likewise to 
the holy women, and to St. Peter, and to the two disciples on their 
way to Emmaus, and “then was He seen by more than five hundred 
brethren at once,” so that no doubt was left in the minds of any of 
the Apostles, but that Christ had indeed conquered death. “O! 
Grave, where is thy victory? O, death, where is thy sting?” 

In due course every one of the Apostles (save Judas, who had 
sold his Master for gold), sealed their faith with their life’s blood, 
and died glorious deaths. Even St. John is reckoned as a martyr, 
because he submitted to death, and was actually let down into a 
cauldron of boiling oil, though he was miraculously preserved. 

Now, let me ask: Do men die for a probability? Are they ready 
to stake their earthly happiness, their fortune, their character and 
reputation, and even life itself and all that life holds most dear, for 
the sake of a mere dream? Will they die, and submit to horrible 
torture, like St. Peter, for instance, who was crucified with his head 
downward, in testimony of a lie? Perish the thought! A thousand 
times, NO! They endured the worst that human cruelty could de- 
vise, simply and solely because they had seen, with their own eyes, 
their risen Lord, and because they knew they were safe in His 
Divine keeping. 

But not only the attitude of the Apostles proves to us the great 
and startling reality of Christ’s triumph, but also the whole after- 
history of His Church. As it is perfectly well known, the Faith 
soon spread among all peoples. In the first place, many thousands 
of Jews submitted to the true Church, and helped to spread the 
Gospel in other lands. Even though wealth, and learning, and posi- 
tion, and power were all ranged against them, the poor despised 
followers of “the Galilean” conquered all along the line. Within an 
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incredible short time the Christian religion extended from one 
country to another and drew within its fold whole peoples and na- 
tions, until at last the Cross (once the sign of disgrace) was found 
raised on imperial standards and dominating over the palaces of 
kings. 

If such unheard of results could be effected by an imposture, then 
an effect may truly exist without any adequate cause. As the great 
St. Augustine so truly observes: “If the world was converted to 
Christianity without a miracle, that fact itself would be the greatest 
miracle of all.” 

We need not develop the matter further, though much more might 
be said if time permitted. What has been said is enough and more 
than’ enough to excite our faith still further, and to fill our hearts 
with gratitude to God, who, for our sakes, died and rose again, im- 
mortal and impossible. To Him be honor and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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“FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE BATTLE OF LIFE 


BY THE REV. H. T. HENRY, LITT. D. 


“This is the victory which overcometh the world, our faith.” 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction—Life is a warfare. The moral pointed by “The 
Battle of Life” (by Charles Dickens). Moral conflicts of much heroism 
are daily going on, in quiet households, in public life, in each one’s heart. 
As Christians, our great battle of life is with the powers of darkness; 
for our life is a spiritual one, supernatural, and not merely the physical 
one which earthly foemen can destroy. 

I. The Chrism Robe.—In the ancient Church, the neophytes to-day 
put off the white robes of ceremonial joys belonging to Easter Week. 
They had then to face the real battle for the spiritual treasure they had 
received on Holy Saturday, in the Sacrament of Baptism. All Chris- 
tians are warned by the Prayer in to-day’s Mass, that they should retain 
in their memory the splendors of the Easter festival, and let those have 
effect on their lives and conversation. The principal lesson of Easter 
is, however, Faith. 

II. The Doubt of Thomas—The Faith received in Baptism will be 
assailed by Satan. The Church reminds us, by the example of St. 
Thomas, that Christ will then come to the assistance of him who has 
been loving and loyal to his faith in the past, as Thomas had been. 

III. Our Faith will result in Victory. The man without faith can 
see in human life only an insoluble puzzle. He is like a soldier who 
must fight, but has no clear perception of the battle as it is waged—its 
success or failure, its justice or injustice, its personal ouicome and 
wounds of death. Faith shows us all things, however, respecting the 
greater battle of the spiritual life—our enemies, how to overcome them, 
the rewards of victory. 


Introduction.—The life of man upon earth has often been com- 
pared to a battle. Our greatest English novelist has given to one 
of his shorter, but still most affecting stories, the very title of “The 
Battle of Life,” and moralizes well on the mystery of human war- 
fare. His title is borrowed from the locality which forms the scene 
of his plot, an ancient battle ground in England, from’ which the 
peaceful ploughshare of to-day would sometimes turn up from the 
sod a terrible relic of the olden strife—a weapon stained with blood, 
a rusted sword, perhaps a fragment of human bone, perhaps even a 
sightless skull. There is a physician in the story who is always 
speaking of that old battlefield. His whole life has been dedicated 
to the healing of human beings, and he has grown morose in his 
reflections on the ancient great loss of life and the frightful wounds 
suffered in the conflict. He is gently chided by a younger man, 
who bids him to forget the history of the old battle by considering 
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the broader battlefield of life itself on which the sun shines every 
day. At this point a lawyer reminds the younger man that in this 
same battle of life which everyone must engage in, the combatants 
are very eager and very bitter. “There’s a great deal of cutting 
and slashing, and firing into people’s heads from behind,” he re- 
marks. “There is terrible treading down and trampling on. It is 
rather a bad business.” The reply made to this argument forms 
the real basis of the story: “I believe,” said the younger man, “there 
are quiet victories and struggles, great sacrifices of self, and noble 
acts of heroism in it—not the less difficult to achieve, because they 
have no earthly chronicle or audience—done every day in nooks 
and corners, and in little households, and in men’s and women’s 
hearts, any one of which might reconcile the sternest man to such a 
world and fill him with belief and hope in it, though two-fourths of 
its people were at war, and another fourth at law, and that’s a bold 
word.” 

Now, brethren, it is to this figurative battle of life that we shall 
turn our thoughts this morning. The field whereon our strife is 
fought to a conclusion is the human heart itself. In this warfare, as 
St. Paul reminds us in one of his Epistles, our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, is not against foes whom we can see and grapple 
with, man to man. No, our wrestling there is against principalities 
and powers—the fallen angels; against the rulers of the world of 
this darkness ; against the spirits of wickedness in high places (Eph. 
vi, 12). The Apostle therefore warns us to put on the armor of 
God, that we may be able to stand against the deceits of the devil. 
He reminds us that we should take, in all things, the shield of 
Faith, wherewith we may be able to extinguish all the fiery darts of 
the most wicked one (Ib. 11, 16). We must conquer the world of 
evil around us and within us. How shall we do so? St. John tells 
us in to-day’s Epistle: “This is the victory which overcometh the 
world, our Faith.” 

I. The Chrism Robe—This is the threefold lesson which our 
Mother, the Church, teaches us this morning—the lesson of faith, 
the lesson of conflict, the lesson of victory. Her method of teaching 
this threefold lesson is, first of all, to remind us of the wonderful 
Sacrament by which supernatural faith is conferred—the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism. 

In the early centuries of the Christian Church it was customary 
to confer the Sacrament of Baptism with very great and public 
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solemnity on Holy Saturday. The newly baptized were clothed in 
white robes, which they wore for a week, and which they removed 
on this Sunday, the eighth day after Easter. They shared with the 
general body of the faithful the ceremonial joys with which the 
Church commemorated, during Easter week, the glorious conflict 
of our Saviour with the powers of evil, and the triumphant Resur- 
rection by which He demonstrated His victory over death and hell. 
They, too, had been baptized in His death, and had risen with Him 
to the new supernatural life of Divine grace. They had been 
children of wrath; they were now children of God. They had re- 
ceived, in Baptism, the spirit of adoption of sons, whereby they 
could cry, Abba, Father, to the eternal God of the universe, the 
Creator of all things, the Judge of the living and the dead. They 
had been born again of water and the Holy Spirit. They had 
washed away all the stains of sin in the Blood of the Lamb. The 
white robes they had put on were both symbols of the heavenly 
innocence they had acquired in Baptism, and reminders to them and 
to the faithful at large of the innocence which the children of God 
must ever struggle to preserve in this world. 

Yes, they must struggle to retain their new-found whiteness of 
soul. They must enter the battle of life—not against flesh and 
blood, but against the spirits of darkness. 

On this Sunday the Christians of the early Church concluded the 
week of celebration of the mystery of Easter. Then must they once 
more turn their attention to the every-day tasks of their callings, 
must again meet with temptations such as all the varied occupations 
of life will inevitably present to mankind, must struggle for the life 
of the body and for the preservation of the higher life of the soul, 
must share the common lot of man upon earth—the sorrows, trials, 
difficulties, discouragements, as well as the fleeting joys and satis- 
factions that make up the web of human existence. But so, too, 
must the newly-baptized men and women put off the white robes of 
festival gladness and face the same world as their brethren who 
were older in the faith. But, although the ceremonial robes of white 
were to be thus put aside, all the faithful at large, as well as the 
neophytes, were solemnly reminded by their holy Mother, the 
Church, that the memory of the Easter splendors should remain as 
something very fruitful in the soil of their hearts. In the beautiful 
prayer of this day’s Mass she voices this thought: “Grant, we be- 
seech Thee, almighty God, that we, who have completed the Paschal 
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solemnities, may, through Thy merciful bounty, ever retain them 
in our life and conversation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, world without end. Amen.” 

This prayer, brethren, is just as applicable to us as to our for- 
bears of the olden time. We leave behind us this day the week of 
glorious commemoration of the Easter mystery. We, too, must gird 
our loins, and fight with renewed zeal and confidence that battle of 
life which is the lot of all who seek the kingdom of God in heaven. 
And the Church bids us, as eloquently as of old she bade the newly- 
baptized, to remember with unbounded confidence the conflict of our 
Divine Commander, Christ, with the prince of this world, satan, 
and the glorious triumph achieved over hell and death. “Have con- 
fidence,” said our Lord on one occasion to His Apostles, “I have 
overcome the world.” We must have confidence, we must have an 
active faith, if we, too, hope to overcome the world of evil inclina- 
tions and temptations by which we are beset. The grand fact, and 
the wondrous mystery of the Resurrection of Christ is, as it were, 
the keystone of our faith. We have left the great Feast of Easter 
behind us, it is true, but its memory, as the Church prays, should 
ever be with us. For that memory is of a Leader who conquered in 
His battle of life, and Who is not only able to assure His followers 
of a similar victory, but has solemnly promised, with the truth of 
God Himself, that He will be with us at every moment of our 
battling, will help us by His grace, will let us have part with Him- 
self in the endless joy of the victory. “To him that shall overcome,” 
He has declared by the mouth of St. John, “I will give to sit with 
me in my throne, as I also have overcome and am set down with 
My Father in His throne” (Apoc. iii, 21). Who would not love such 
a Leader, who fights for us and with us, can lift us up when we 
have fallen, can encourage us when we are faint-hearted, can assure 
us of the ultimate victory, can reward us with inestimable glory? 

II. The Doubt of Thomas—The Church, then, has first of all 
reminded us to-day of the fact that we are soldiers of Christ, en- 
rolled by the Sacrament of Baptism amongst the children of God, 
and that in the inevitable conflict which we must wage with satan 
and his spirits of darkness, we have a Leader who has conquered 
that ancient enemy, and will help us to do so. 

But now, in the second place, the Church confidently and beauti- 
fully places before us a picture of an assault made by satan on the 
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citadel of faith. A soldier in Christ’s army, like any soldier in any 
army, must expect to be attacked. But it surely ought to be a 
source of great comfort to us to know that, in every such case, the 
eye of the Leader is looking at us, His arm is raised to protect us! 

This is the lesson we may draw from to-day’s Gospel. It is em- 
phasized by the fact that the soldier of Christ, in this case, might 
naturally look for little sympathy from his Leader. As we of to- 
day put it, “he ought to have known better.” For the victim of 
satan’s assault is no less a notable figure than the great Apostle, 
St. Thomas, one of the twelve men specially chosen by Christ, the 
great Leader in the army of God, to live with that Leader, to labor 
side by side with Him, to learn the truths of God from His divine 
lips, to witness the miracles performed by Him, to know the veri- 
fication of the prophecies made by Him, and, amongst these 
prophecies, that of the Leader’s death, burial and resurrection. 
This man, so specially instructed in the mysteries of the life of the 
Son of God upon earth, fails to understand that life aright. How 
impartial—I might almost say how pitiless—are the Gospels in their 
single-minded devotion to the truth of history! They show us 
St. Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, denying his Master. They 
show us Judas betraying Him. They show us all the Apostles flee- 
ing from Him in the hour of His sorest need, humanly speaking. 
The purpose of the Gospels is to give us the absolute truth of 
history, and it is our business to profit by what they teach us of 
human frailty and of Divine helpfulness. 

Beautifully does St. Gregory the Great point out the manner in 
which we may profit by the astounding narrative of the doubting of 
St. Thomas. It was not an accident, says this doctor of the Church, 
that Thomas was not present when the risen Saviour appeared to 
the other Apostles and Disciples at various times after His Resur- 
rection. It was not an accident that, hearing from the others that 
Christ had appeared to them, he should have doubted the fact. It 
was not an accident that Christ should be compelled, as it were, to 
present His wounded hands and side in order that Thomas might 
touch them and, touching, believe at length in the grand fact of 
the resurrection. Not an accident was all this, but a Divine dis- 
pensation. It was a wonderful manifestation of the mercy of God, 
that by touching the wounds of our Saviour, St. Thomas should 
cure the wounds of doubt or unbelief in our own souls; for the un- 
belief of that one Apostle has really helped us more than did the 
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belief of the other Apostles. The removal of his doubt by the actual 
touching of the open wounds of Christ, has removed every possi- 
bility of an honest doubt from our own minds, and has fixed them 
solidly in the faith. Others had seen the risen Lord, and had heard 
His voice. But Thomas brought the last test of all to bear upon the 
reality of the glorious Body of the risen Saviour, by actually placing 
his hands in the open wounds of his Divine Master; He now sees 
at length, in a flash of light, in a sudden illumination of mind, the 
full meaning of certain utterances of our Lord which in the past 
he had heard clearly enough, it is true, but which, somehow or 
other, he had failed to connect together into one consistent whole, 
and therefore had. failed to understand aright. But now, however 
weak his faith may have been, and from whatever cause, he can 
doubt no longer. He throws himself at the feet of our Saviour and 
cries out: “My Lord and my God!” 

Now, St. Thomas was not, as this incident, if taken alone, might 
suggest, a cool, calculating man, shrewly weighing all the chances 
for or against any course of action. He was not cold in affection 
or hard of heart. On the contrary, he seems to have been of an im- 
pulsive, loving nature, eager to serve and to protect his Divine 
Master. The Gospels, as you know, are but brief records of the 
wonderful life of Christ, and of course they can tell us but little 
of the lives of some of the Apostles. Nevertheless, they tell us 
enough of St. Thomas to give us a fairly good insight into his 
character. 

There is, for instance, the touching narrative of Christ’s an- 
nouncement to His disciples that Lazarus was dead. Our Saviour 
declared that He would go to the house of mourning. To do this, 
however, would be to place Himself in the very midst of His 
enemies, who were determined to have Him put to death. Then it 
was that St. Thomas, in deepest loyalty of love, cried out to the 
other Apostles: “Let us, too, go that we may die with Him!” 

I have said that St. Thomas was not cold and calculating, but 
loyal and loving, as this incident sufficiently indicates. On the other 
hand, neither was he negligent in respect of our Lord’s instructions 
and teachings. Rather was he intensely interested and anxious to 
learn all things from his Master. This fact can be illustrated by 
what happened a few days after our Saviour had restored Lazarus 
to life. He was eating the Last Supper with His Apostles, on the 
eve of His betrayal and passion. He wishes to prepare them for 
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the sorrow of the coming days, the earthly parting from them all, 
and declares to them that He must soon leave them, adding, for their 
comfort: “And whither I go you know, and the way you know.” 
He had so often spoken of going again to His Father in heaven, and 
had so insistently pointed out the manner of His leaving this earth, 
by His passion and death, that all should indeed have known the 
path He was to tread, and whither that path must lead Him. But 
St. Thomas was eager for fuller knowledge, and said to our Lord: 
“Lord, we know not whither Thou goest, and how can we know 
the way?” In his heart of hearts this Apostle was loyal to his 
Master; and our Saviour, knowing this, did not chide him for 
curiosity or for dullness, but instead answered him in that sublime 
sentence which has ever since rung down the ages, and shall ever- 
more ring down the long corridors of time: “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No man cometh to the Father but by Me.” 

This answer to St. Thomas was a trumpet-blast to all mankind, 
calling the children of earth to their eternal destiny in heaven, 
whither He Himself was returning, and at the same time declaring 
that the way by which alone they could hope to reach that eternal 
home of theirs was by belief in Him, loyal service given to Him, 
faith in His teachings, hope in His mercies, love for His person. 

We have much to thank St. Thomas for. His glorious enthusiasm 
of love for his Divine Master, that made him wish to die with his 
Leader, is a clarion call to our own sluggish hearts, to try to do 
something for Christ. His questioning of our Saviour at the Last 
Supper has resulted in giving us the full character, as it were, of 
our Saviour’s mission on earth, showing us that He alone is the 
Way, the Truth, the Life. And, finally, the doubt of Thomas is a 
certain medicine for our own doubting, and forces us to cry out 
with him: “My Lord and my God!” 

Let us, like Thomas, try to be loving and loyal to Christ. Then, 
if we should be tempted to doubt, we may feel assured that our 
Divine Commander will come to the support of His soldiers, even as 
He came to Thomas of old, showing His wounded hands and side, 
and bidding us rest secure in His wounded Heart. His Divine eyes 
are constantly fixed on us, His Divine arms are constantly raised 
to help us. What a glorious battle is this struggle for eternal life! 

III. The Victory that Overcometh the World—We have seen, 
brethren, that in the prayer which the Church offers to God in the 
Mass of this Sunday, she reminds us that we should keep in our 
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hearts, as a source of assured comfort and strength in our battle 
of the spiritual life, the memory of the great victory of Christ, our 
Saviour. Our faith, whose keystone is the splendid fact of the 
Resurrection of Christ, was given to us in baptism; but it must 
be our care to preserve it unto eternal life. Then, in the Gospel, 
the Church presents for our contemplation one phase of the struggle 
to maintain the faith; and the example of how our Lord helped 
St. Thomas in this struggle should be an illustration of that Lord’s 
desire to help us also, who are His present-day soldiers of the Cross. 
Very briefly let us consider the final lesson preached to us this day 
by our holy Mother. It is found in to-day’s Epistle. The lesson 
is one of victory. 

“This,” said St. John in to-day’s Epistle, “is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, our faith.” To the man without faith the battle 
of life must, indeed, be an insoluble riddle. What does it all mean? 
He sees men living and dying—coming, he knows not whence; go- 
ing, he knows not whither. Between two eternities he stands, both 
of them equally covered with impenetrable clouds and mists, and 
the only solid ground he is aware of is that narrow strip of land 
which he calls his life—a land separating the eternities, but itself 
constantly slipping from under his feet, like grains of matter in a 
quicksand, by the simple flight of time. Like the English philoso- 
pher, Carlyle, he cries out: “Whence, and, O heavens, whither ?” 

To him the battle of life must be what a real battle seems to the 
common soldier to be, whose eyes are clouded by the smoke of the 
artillery, whose ears are deafened by its roar; who marches, at the 
word of command, down into some valley or up some hillside, 
ignorant of the meaning of either movement; who is again suddenly 
bidden to halt, to lie flat on the ground, and as suddenly ordered to 
rise and charge at an unseen foe; whose comrades are every 
moment falling at his side, whilst he himself may well dread a 
similar fate at any time. He is a machine, destined to bring death 
to other men. He has the ignorance of a machine as well, for he 
knows little or nothing of the contest as it is being waged about 
him, and still less does he know the fortunes of war in the other 
parts of the battlefield. Seldom does he even suspect the real mean- 
ing of the conflict he is engaged in, whether it be just or unjust, 
fair or unfair, a patriotic glory or a national disgrace. Still less can 
he conjecture what may be its outcome—victory or defeat, glory 
or disaster. As for himself, personally, it will probably mean severe 
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wounds, a crippling of his strength for the rest of his life, and may- 
hap an agonized' death on the very field his feet are now pressing. 

On the other hand, what to the common soldier is nothing but 
a blurred and unintelligent picture, is to the commander who sur- 
veys the field of battle from a hilltop, a perfectly clear and in- 
telligent contest. 

Our faith, brethren, shows us the battle of life as it really is. It 
shows us clearly the enemy we are fighting, it gives us the weapons 
proper for his defeat, it gives us renewed strength when we are 
weak, it heals us when we are wounded, it lifts us up when we have 
fallen, it encourages us when we are faint in courage, it constantly 
holds up before our vision the inestimably great rewards which will 
be ours if we succeed in the conflict. But, above and beyond even 
these wonderful facts of the power of our Divine faith, it can give 
us what no human general, however skilled in war he may be, can 
give to his army. Faith can give us the absolute assurance of 
ultimate victory if we but obey the commands of our Heavenly Cap- 
tain, Christ. 

This, then, is the victory that overcometh the world of evil 
around us and within us—our Faith. This day we shall thank God, 
in a special manner, for His infinite mercy in giving us this Divine 
Faith. We shall not neglect, either, to implore His grace that the 
faith which is in us by His grace may be quickened and increased by 
our loyalty to its teachings. And, finally, we shall look forward, 
in greatest hope and confidence, to the eternal rewards of them who, 
like St. Paul, have fought the good fight and have kept the faith. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 
“IT am the good shepherd.”—John x, 11. 


SYNOPSIS.—Many names and titles given to Our Blessed Lord to express 
relations in which He stands to us. Of these, the Name JESUS sums up 
all He has done. In the Old Testament He is called the Messias, and 
Emmanuel. In both Testaments, Prophet, Priest, and King. He calls 
Himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life; also the Vine, of which we 
are the branches. After the Holy Name of Jesus there is perhaps none 
more consoling or enlightening (in what it tells us of His work) than 
that of the Good SHEPHERD. To appreciate full meaning of: this name, 
go back to beginning of St. John x—a parable drawn from eastern 
shepherd life. First, the contrast between the true shepherd and thieves 
and robbers. The true shepherd enters by the door of the sheepfold; 
the sheep follow him: the robber “climbeth up another way,’ the sheep 
flee from him, because they know not his voice. Application of this 
first part of the parable by Christ Himself—neE is the door—compare 
“No man cometh to the Father but by Me.” 

Second comparison—of the Good Shepherd with the hireling. The 

good shepherd, whose the sheep are, has a personal interest in them. 
T he hireling works only for his wages. Application of this to Himself 
by Christ. “I am come that (the sheep) may have life....I am the 
Good Shepherd.” 

Quotations from a book of travel in the Holy Land, illustrating the 
Gospel from actual customs among shepherds at this day. 

Compare Isaias xl, 11. 

Christ’s words to us. I am the shepherd and bishop of your souls: 
I have laid down My life for you: I have risen and ascended; but I am 
still your shepherd. 

Christ is to us, in truth, all that the eastern shepherd is to his sheep. 
His pastoral care its exercised INVISIBLY and visiIBLy. Invisibly by His 
Holy Spirit, His Providence, His Grace. But also visibly and palpably: 
and this through the pastors of His Church, whom He has left to take 
His place; especially the Chief Pastor, to whom He has said “Feed 
My lambs; feed My sheep,” in the visible fold of the Church, in which 
are fulfilled also the words “Other sheep I have, etc., . . . there shall 
be one fold and one shepherd.” One fold—the Church, one shepherd 
—(a) the successor of St. Peter, and (b) in the sense that the pastorate 
of the ministers of the Church is Christ's own pastoral Office. 

It is for us to correspond to our privileges in the one true fold— 
“I know mine, and mine know Me.” We must take care to know 
Christ, our true shepherd; take care to follow aan) come back quickly 
to Him if unfortunately we have left Him. 


There are many names and titles given in Holy Scripture to our 
Divine Lord to express the many relations in which He stands 
towards us. 

The holy Name of Jesus, at which all in heaven and earth must 
bow down, and the powers of hell tremble, sums up in one blessed 
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word all that He has done for us. Truly, “there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we can be saved.” In that holy 
Name of Jesus is all our hope for time and for eternity. 

In the Old Testament our Lord is called the Messias, “He that 
shall be sent.” There, too, we find the name Emmanuel, “God with 
us,” the name of Him whose delights are to be with the children of 
men. 

Both in the Old and New Testaments He is called Prophet, Priest, 
and King: the Prophet who teaches us, the Priest who sacrifices 
Himself for our redemption, the King who, having triumphed over 
all the powers of evil, reigns for ever over His redeemed. 

Again, He calls Himself the Way, the Truth, and the Life. The 
Way, by whom we come to the Father, the Truth, the very Truth 
Himself, who hath the words of Eternal life; the Life who gives us 
life, the supernatural life of grace, which is a participation of His 
own Divine life. 

He is the Vine, also, and we are the branches. Abiding in Him 
and united to Him we can work the works of God; cut off from 
Him we are dead branches, fit only for the fire. 

But, after the most holy and adorable Name of Jesus, there is per- 
haps no other designation, by which our blessed Lord is called in 
Holy Scripture, more consoling or more enlightening in what it tells 
us of His living active relations with us and ours with Him, than 
that which He gives Himself in the Gospel read to-day—calling 
Himself the Good Shepherd. 

To appreciate fully the pregnant meaning of this description of 
Himself by our Divine Master, we must go back to the beginning 
of that chapter of St. John’s Gospel, the tenth, from which the 
passage read to-day in the Holy Mass is taken, for all of the first half 
of the chapter is a beautiful and most significant parable, drawn 
from the scenes of Eastern shepherd life familiar from childhood 
to those who listened to our blessed Lord—scenes, too, which can 
be witnessed to this day practically unchanged in the Holy Land. 

Our Divine Lord begins by contrasting the true shepherd with 
those thieves and robbers who so frequently attacked a sheep-fold, 
climbing over the stone wall or palisade which always surrounded 
it, as a defense against both wild beasts and human enemies. 

“Amen, Amen, I say to you: He that entereth not by the door 
with the sheepfold, but climbeth up another way—the same is a 
thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the 
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shepherd of the sheep. To him the portal openeth—and the sheep 
hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth 
them out. And when he hath let out his own sheep, he goeth before 
them: and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. 

But a stranger they follow not, but fly from him, because they 
know not the voice of strangers.” 

The contrast here, brethren, is between the authorized shepherd 
of the sheep, who enters openly by the door of the sheepfold, and a 
secret robber, entering in by stealth. Our Blessed Lord’s hearers 
do not fully understand what He means; therefore He Himself 
makes the application of the parable for them. 

“T am the door of the sheep—all others, as many have come, are 
thieves and robbers: and the sheep heard them not. 

I am the door: By me, if any man enter in, he shall be saved: 
and he shall go in, and go out, and shall find pastures.” 

I need not comment upon this—it is the same lesson that our 
Lord teaches when he says: “I am the Way”—no man cometh to 
the Father but by Me. 

Then our Lord goes on to another comparison—the one with 
which the Gospel of this day is concerned—contrasting the good and 
faithful shepherd, whose own the sheep are, who has therefore a real 
personal interest in their welfare, not only now with thieves and rob- 
bers, but with hireling shepherds, whose own the sheep are not, and 
whose interest is restricted to the pay they receive for their hired 
labor. 

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy. I 
am come that they (1. e., the sheep) may have life, and may have it 
more abundantly. I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep. But the hireling, and he that is not 
the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the sheep, and flieth: and the wolf catcheth and scat- 
tereth the sheep. . . . I am the Good Shepherd; and I know mine, 
and mine know Me, as the Father knoweth Me and I know the 
Father: and I lay down my life for my sheep.” 

In illustration of our Blessed Lord’s meaning, let me quote to you 
the words of a modern traveller in Palestine, recounting scenes that 
he himself witnessed. He is on the banks of a river; and a shep- 
herd is about to lead his flock across. “Observe,” he writes, “that, 
as our Lord says of the Good Shepherd—this Eastern shepherd 
goes before, and the sheep follow. Not all in the same manner, 
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however. Some enter boldly, and come straight across. These are 
the faithful ones of the flock, who keep hard by the footsteps of the 
shepherd, whether sauntering through green meadows by the still 
waters, feeding upon the mountains, or resting at noon beneath the 
shadow of great rocks. And now others enter, but in doubt and 
alarm. Far from their guide, they miss the ford and are carried 
down the river, some more some less; and yet, one by one, they 
struggle over and make a safe landing.” 

“I notice that some of the flock keep near the shepherd, and fol- 
low whithersoever he goes, without the least hesitation ; while others 
stray about on either side, or loiter far behind; and he often turns 
and scolds them in a sharp, stern cry. . . . Many adventures with 
wild beasts occur ... for, though there are now no lions here, 
there are wolves in abundance; and leopards and panthers, exceed- 
ing fierce, prowl about these wild districts. They not unfrequently 
attack the flock in the very presence of the shepherd, and he must 
be ready to do battle at a moment’s warning.” And again: 

“It is necessary that the sheep be taught to follow, and not to 
stray away into the unfenced fields of corn which lie so temptingly 
on either side. Any one that thus wanders is sure to get into 
trouble. The shepherd calls sharply from time to time, to remind 
them of his presence. They know his voice, and follow on; but if 
a stranger call, they stop short, lift up their head in alarm, and, if 
it is repeated, they turn and flee, because they know not the voice of 
a stranger.” “This’—says the author I am quoting—‘is not the 
fanciful costume of a parable; it is simple fact. I have made the 
experiment repeatedly. The shepherd goes before, not merely to 
point the way, but to see that it is practicable and safe. He is 
armed in order to defend his charge, and in this he is very 
courageous. And when the thief and the robber come (and come 
they do), the faithful shepherd has often to put his life in his hand 
to defend his flock. I have known more than one case in which he 
had literally to lay it down in the contest.” 

In the same passage this author tells how he has seen the 
shepherd carrying out in every description the actions foretold by 
the prophet Isaias concerning our Divine Lord: “He shall feed His 
flock like a shepherd; He shall gather together the lambs with His 
arm, and shall take them up in His bosom, and He himself shall 
carry those that are with young” (Isaias xl, 11). The above quota- 
tions are from Thomson’s “The Land and the Book.” 
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“T am the Good Shepherd, and I know mine, and mine know Me. 
Come to Me, all you that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 

Come to Me, Christ says, who am the Shepherd and Bishop of 
your souls; and I will lead you, I will protect you, I will feed you, 
I will care for you. 

“Have I not laid down My Life for you, and for you taken it 
up again, and for you have gone up gloriously into heaven, 
having led captivity captive, and obtained gifts for men? And 
I am still your Shepherd, and you are the sheep of My pasture.” 

In very deed and truth, dear brethren, our blessed Lord is to us 
all that the Shepherd in those eastern lands is to his flock. And 
Christ’s pastoral care is exercised in two ways: visibly and in- 
visibly. As God invisible He is our loving Shepherd; and there is 
no place where He is not; no place where His power cannot reach, 
where His love cannot penetrate, where His tender care cannot be 
felt and known. Thus, invisibly, He leads and guides us by His 
Holy Spirit, defends us by His Providence, feeds us in the pastures 
of life by His holy grace. 

But visibly, too, and palpably, in a way we can experience even 
with our senses, He is our Shepherd. He Himself has gone up to 
heaven, but He has left those who take His place, through whom 
He Himself works and acts; and He has left a visible fold in which 
His flock is gathered. That fold is His holy Church; and those 
whom He has left to take His place, those whose work is His work 
since He works through them, are the pastors of the Church, who 
carry out in His name, by His power, with His authority, all the 
loving duties of the Good Shepherd. And to one of these, the 
chief pastor, He has said, “Feed My lambs, feed My sheep.” And 
speaking of the Gentiles, “Other sheep I have that are not of this 
fold; these also must I bring, and they shall hear My voice, and 
there shall be one fold and one shepherd” (St. John x, 16.). 

Christ’s words have been fulfilled ; the Gentiles have been gathered 
in, and there is one fold, one shepherd, one fold of Christ’s holy 
Catholic Church, one shepherd, of the whole flock, the successor 
of him to whom Christ first said: “Feed My lambs; feed My 
sheep.” 

One shepherd for this reason also, that the pastoral office of 
Peter and his successors, and of those who work with them and 
in subordination to them, the bishops and priests of the Catholic 
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Church, is not another pastoral office from that of Christ Himself, 
but the same, a participation of Christ’s own priesthood and 
pastorate. In the Catholic Church and the Catholic Church only, 
is Christ’s pastoral office exercised in all its fulness; in that Church 
it is our blessed privilege to be the sheep of His pasture. It is for 
us to correspond to this truly inestimable grace. Of His own sheep 
Christ said: “I know Mine, and Mine know Me.” We must take 
care to know Him, our true Shepherd, who gave His life for us. 
We must keep close to Him, not wandering from the path; we 
must listen to Him, observant of His warning voice; not straying 
after the poisonous food of false doctrine or false worldly prin- 
ciples; obedient to His Church; seeking in the Sacraments the true 
food of eternal life; walking, through good and ill, in His footsteps, 
and if, alas, we have been as sheep going astray, we must come bach 
quickly to Him, the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 











LENTEN SERMONS 
FREQUENT COMMUNION 


Six Sermons on the Decree of Dec. 20, 1905 
BY THE REV. ADOLF CHWALA, 0.M.I, 


V. FREQUENT COMMUNION—A TOKEN OF LOVE AND 
RECONCILIATION 


“You have not known Him.”—John viii, 55. 


How many benefits were lavished by God upon His chosen people! 
And how anxious our Lord always was to help His own nation! As 
St. Peter said: “He went about doing good” (Acts x, 38). Every- 
one in Judea knew something of His kindness. What did He re- 
ceive in return? Gratitude? No, we read in the Gospels what re- 
turn was made Him. Once He was accused of having a devil, and 
when He quietly disproved this charge the people took up stones 
to throw at Him. Our Saviour desired nothing so much as 
the welfare of the Jews, but they would have nothing to do with 
Him. He said to them: “You say (of My Father) that He is your 
God, but you have not known Him,” and He might with equal truth 
have added: “You fancy that you know who I am, but you know 
Me not.” 

The same reproach might be brought against many people at the 
present time: “You believe that you know our Saviour, but you 
know Him not. How much good He has done you! The whole 
universe, the life of each individual ani every moment of your 
existence proclaim His goodness, but you do not know him, because 
you refuse to recognize His benefits.” 

Is it not something infinitely great and truly Divine, that our 
Saviour became man for us and died for us upon the Cross? Yet 
that is not all. He wanted us to receive the abundant graces of 
redemption not once only, but daily, in the most holy Sacrament of 
the Altar. But just as the Jews of old received Him not, when He 
came to them, so men and women nowadays care little about Him 
and are unwilling to welcome Him in their hearts. Let us consider 
two chief points to-day : 

1. That we owe it to the love of Christ, displayed ‘in the most 
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Holy Sacrament of the Altar, to receive Him frequently in that 
Sacrament. 

2. That the horrible ingratitude of others towards this Sacrament 
of love ought to stimulate us to receive it often in a spirit of 
reparation. 

I. 

The eternal Word declared once that it was His delight to be with 
the children of men (Prov. viii, 31). Now, as in God everything is 
perfect and infinite, this delight at being with us must have been 
boundless. We can obtain a glimpse of this delight in His Incarna- 
tion, and we can see that the Word made Flesh, as God and man, 
would desire to remain with us always and everywhere. The Holy 
Land was a very small part of the inhabited world, and the years 
of our Lord’s life only a diminutive fraction of the period during 
which the human race has existed. He died at the age of thirty- 
three, without ever having gone beyond Palestine and Phoenicia. 
Was His delight at being with us to last only so short a time, and to 
be limited only to a single nation? No; His love devised a means of 
remaining in our midst, a means such as no created intellect, but 
only the vast, all-embracing love of God could have imagined, 
namely, the blessed Sacrament of the Altar. Although Christ 
ascended into heaven, He comes to us in the consecrated Host, in 
order to be with us everywhere, and to remain with us to the end 
of time. He is with us day and night, wherever the blessed Sacra- 
ment is reserved. He is a Friend ever ready to sympathize with us 
and to help us, and we may go to Him whenever we are weighed 
down by our crosses and sufferings, and tell Him our troubles and 
ask His help, for He said: “Come unto Me, all you that labor and 
are burdened, and I will refresh you” (Matth. xi, 28). 

But that is not all, for Jesus desires to remain with us to be our 
food. It is not enough for Him to be near us everywhere and 
always, but He wishes to dwell in the most intimate manner con- 
ceivable within our souls; He wants to be united with us by becom- 
ing the food of our souls. How great is His love for us wretched 
mortals! It could not possibly be greater, for it is indeed as great as 
His Divinity itself. Surely, it behooves us to set no limits to this 
love. If our Saviour delights in being the Food of our souls, it 
should be our most intense happiness to welcome Him. Love begets 
love. We cannot maintain that we love Him if we stay away from 
Holy Communion. 
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Our Lord, however, intended to give us in this Sacrament further 
proof of His love, by making it remind us of His Passion and death. 
What should we be without our Saviour? The most miserable of 
all created beings. Christ became man, knowing us to be poor and 
wretched, and He died on the Cross that we might not perish for 
ever. He said plainly: “The Son of man must be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in Him may not perish, but have life ever- 
lasting” (John iii, 14, 15). God could have redeemed us in some 
other way, but it was His will to suffer for us, in order to make us 
realize better His love of man. “God so loved the world as to give 
His only-begotten Son.” We owe everything, therefore, to Christ’s 
Passion and death; this is the greatest benefit conferred upon by 
God; and hence, as St. Thomas Aquinas says (S. Th. iii, qu. 73, 
a. 5), men needed always to have something to remind them of 
their Saviour’s sufferings. In the old dispensation it was chiefly 
the Paschal lamb, but in the new it is the Holy Eucharist. This is 
why at the Last Supper our Lord gave His Body to the Apostles, 
saying: “This is My Body, which is given for you; do this for a 
commemoration of Me” (Luke xxii, 19). He intended the 
Eucharistic sacrifice to be offered continually in the Church, and the 
sacrificial Food to be received in constant commemoration of the 
redemption that He had effected. This Sacrament ought to be most 
dear to us, as in it our Saviour gives us Himself in commemoration 
of His death. Let us receive it often, and never forget our Lord’s 
Passion and death. 

By going often to Holy Communion we ought to give expression 
also to our love, gratitude and appreciation of this great gift. St. 
Augustine says that Christ, though almighty, could not have given 
us anything greater; though omniscient, He did not know how to 
give a better gift; though He possessed all things, He had nothing 
better to bestow. The blessed Sacrament is at once the result of 
Christ’s sufferings here on earth and the treasury of all His merits, 
accumulated from the moment when His Mother uttered her joyful 
fiat, “Be it done to me according to Thy word,” until He Himself 
cried on the Cross; Consummatum est, “All is consummated.” 

The sacred Host represents to us Bethlehem and Nazareth, Geth- 
semani and Golgotha. It contains the body of Christ, which He 
tocol: of His most pure Virgin Mother, and which arose in glory 
from the tomb; it contains our Saviour’s precious Blood, with which 
He redeemed us, and one drop of which would have been enough 
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to redeem not our world only, but thousands and tens of thousands 
of worlds; it contains His most sacred Soul, the abode of graces 
and virtues in absolute perfection; it contains the Second Person 
of the Blessed Trinity, the Son of God, who is one in nature with 
God the Father and God the Holy Ghost. 

The venerable servant of God, Mary Angela, had an intense de- 
votion to the Blessed Sacrament. When very young she left her 
parents and her home, and entered religion for love of her Saviour. 
On her heart she wore continually a picture of the Sacred Host, on 
which she had written, “I live for His sake.” When she felt death 
approaching, she added: “And I die for His sake.” She lived and 
died for her Saviour in the tabernacle. 

If we were to consider the joy felt by our Lord, the Son of God, 
on entering our hearts, if we were to call to mind what He did and 
suffered for us, and that He desired this Sacrament to be a continual 
commemoration of it, if we kept our eyes fixed on this priceless 
pledge of His infinite love, we surely should feel impelled to receive 
this most holy Sacrament very often, to make it the centre of our 
thoughts, and to live and die for it. 

In this way all false ideas of reverence which keep many away 
from frequent Communion, would vanish at once. Of course the 
deepest possible respect is due to our dear Saviour in the sacred 
Host, but in instituting the Sacrament He aimed at our good, rather 
than at receiving our homage. Hence we ought to beware of all 
exaggerated anxiety about going to Holy Communion, as this might 
only too easily prevent our approaching the Lord’s table. I do not 
mean that we should be careless in our preparation for or in- 
different in our reception of the Sacrament, but if you go to Com- 
munion in the state of sanctifying grace and with a right and pious 
intention, thinking of Christ as your dear Redeemer, your greatest 
Friend and Benefactor, if you do your best to make a good prepara- 
tion and thanksgiving as far as your abilities and circumstances 
allow, if you look upon Holy Communion as a remedy for all your 
weakness and frailty, then you will indeed and in truth receive the 
Holy Eucharist with the sort of reverence required by Christ and 
the Church. Yet, although it is so easy for us to communicate often, 
there is not much love shown to our Lord in the blessed Sacrament ; 
He receives far more indifference and ingratitude than devotion and 
grateful love. 
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II. 

At noon on the first Good Friday the sun’s, light failed, and a 
mysterious darkness brooded over Mount Calvary, so that it was 
difficult to see the three crucified figures. From that on the right 
proceeded from time to time groans of pain, from that on the left 
constant cries of agony and despair. Round the crosses stood an 
excited crowd, but the attention of all was centred upon the middle 
figure. Suddenly through the darkness rang out the words: Eloi, 
Eloi, lamma sabacthani, “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?” The bystanders shuddered. Again the voice of the sufferer 
on the middle cross was raised, crying: “I thirst.’ There was 
silence; all stood watching. “Now there was a vessel set there, full 
of vinegar. And they, putting a sponge full of vinegar about hyssop, 
put it to His mouth” (John xix, 29). Rallying His strength for the 
last time, He cried once more: “Father, into Thy Hands I commend 
My Spirit,” and then, after casting one last glance at Jerusalem, 
and also at you and your sins, He bowed His head and said: “It is 
consummated.” Our Saviour was dead, and He had died for us, 
because He loved us. 

How can we ever forget His death? How can we be indifferent 
to all that He suffered for our sake? One would suppose it im- 
possible, and yet it is the case. Ask those who seldom or never 
communicate, or who receive the Sacraments carelessly or un- 
worthily—they never think of our Saviour’s death. We might per- 
haps understand their coldness and ingratitude, if Christ had not 
actually died for them, but He gave Himself up for pure love of 
man. If some stranger, not a loving father or dear friend, had done 
only the smallest fraction of what our Lord did for you, I am con- 
vinced that you would love him, and testify your love to him in 
many ways, and never forget him. Does our Saviour deserve less 
love than a man? How ungrateful we are! Suppose you were at 
the point of death, and the only means of preserving your life was 
for another to die in your stead. And imagine that a rich man in 
a distant country, as happy as you were miserable, hearing of your 
pitiable state and of the sole means of helping you, came forward 
and died a horrible death for your sake. Would you not cherish 
his memory? Would it not be your greatest delight to think of him 
often, and to carry out his last wishes, if he had expressed any? Yet 
you do not think of your Saviour, who died a death of shame upon 
the Cross for your sake, and*has delivered you from everlasting 








586 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


death, not once perhaps, but many times. Do you make light of 
Holy Communion, in which His death is commemorated? 

If ever anyone deserved our love and gratitude, it is our Saviour ; 
but do we give them to Him? At the Last Supper, when He took 
the bread into His hands and uttered the words: “Take ye and eat, 
for this is My Body,’ He saw before Him Judas, into whose 
treacherous and ungrateful heart He was about to enter, and not 
only the one man Judas, but all the traitors who ever would receive 
Him unworthily, men and women, youths and maidens, people of 
every age and rank. As He held the consecrated Bread in His hand, 
- He saw in spirit how in future consecrated Hosts would be trodden 
under foot, cast to animals and flung down into filth; He knew how 
little real desire men would feel for the Bread of heaven, how seldom 
and with what scanty devotion they would receive it. Nevertheless 
He gave Holy Communion to all the disciples, saying: “Do this in 
commemoration of Me.” In order not to deprive loving souls of 
this heavenly Food, He gives Himself to all men. 

Is it not, therefore, our most sacred duty to atone for the want 
of love and reverence displayed by others by going frequently to 
Holy Communion ourselves? If your father or mother were ill- 
used or treated disrespectfully by strangers, you would certainly 
stand up for them; why, then, have you so little sympathy with 
Christ when He is insulted and despised by bad, indifferent Chris- 
tians? How much we have wounded our Divine Saviour! Certainly 
He never deserved that we should treat Him thus. He complained 
bitterly to His faithful servant, blessed Margaret Mary Alacocque, of 
the ingratitude of men, and especially of those who have especially 
dedicated themselves to His service. What would He say of those 
who receive Him seldom or even unworthily? I cannot bear to 
pursue this line of thought, for it is too painful. I feel inclined to 
say to such souls: “If you do not love yourselves or our Divine 
Saviour, if you have no pity on ourselves, at least feel pity for Him.” 

Let us to-day promise our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacrament to 
turn over a new leaf. Henceforth we will communicate more often 
and more reverently, and lose no opportunity of going to Holy 
Communion whenever it is possible. If it is our Lord’s delight to 
be with the children of men, it shall be our delight to be with Him. 
In future we will be careful to receive Him with the utmost purity 
and sanctity of heart, to which by God’s grace we can attain. We 
will not be content to avoid grievous sins, but, for love of our Divine 
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Redeemer, we will do our best not to offend Him voluntarily by little 
sins and omissions. If Jesus Christ has loved us, we must love Him. 
Let this be our fixed purpose. 

In the life of blessed Margaret Mary we read that she once saw 
the Infant Jesus, and not a consecrated Host, being given in Com- 
munion to a sick person. The Divine Child appeared to be troubled 
and unwilling to enter this soul, and the servant of God, being full 
of love for our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, was grieved at the 
sight, and retired to her cell, weeping. Suddenly she again beheld 
our Saviour in the same form as before, and He said sorrowfully: 
“I entered into that soul with grief; let me now find consolation and 
love in thy heart.” 

How gladly would our Lord enter your hearts also, if He could 
find there some little compensation for the many insults offered Him 
in the Sacrament of His love! By the mouth of the prophet He 
says: “I sigh, and there is none to comfort Me” (Lam. i, 21), a sad 
utterance for a loving heart, and doubly sad if it falls on cold and 
indifferent ears! Let it be so no longer as far as we are concerned. 

O, dear Saviour, if it is Thy delight to be with us, it shall be our 
greatest joy often to be with Thee. If others despise and neglect 
this most holy Sacrament, we will receive it often in reparation for 
their ingratitude. Didst Thou seek one to comfort Thee, and find 
none? Seek no further, dear Lord, for Thou hast found us. Amen. 





VI. FREQUENT CoMMUNION—A ComrortT IN LIFE AND IN DEATH 


“Behold thy king cometh.”—Matt. xxi, 5. 


Our Lord’s last Pasch was at hand, and the time had nearly come 
when the Son of man should be betrayed into the hands of sinners 
(Matth. xxvi, 45) ; but it was His will, before He suffered, to enter 
Jerusalem in triumph, that His people might have an opportunity 
of honoring Him publicly as their promised Messias. “Behold, O 
daughter of Zion, thy King cometh.” The streets of the city ‘re- 
sounded with the cry: “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He 
that cometh in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest” 
(Matth. xxi, 9). 

These events occurred five days before the Pasch (John xii, 1, 
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12), on the day when the Jews used to select their Paschal lambs, 
which must be without blemish, but they were not slain until the 
fourteenth day of the month (Exod. xii, 2, etc.). Our Lord chose 
to make His solemn entry into Jerusalem on this particular day, be- 
cause He wished to show Himself to the Jews as the one true 
Paschal lamb. “Behold, O daughter of Zion, thy King cometh,” 
even the Lamb of God, who will take away thy sins. 

Behold, O Christian soul, thy King cometh to thee also in Holy 
Communion. He comes as the Lamb of God, who bore thy sins and 
was sacrificed for thee on the Cross. To thee, as well as to Jeru- 
salem of old, the prophet Sophonias exclaims: “Give praise, O 
daughter of Zion; be glad and rejoice with all thy heart, O daughter 
of Jerusalem.’ The Lord hath taken away thy judgment, He hath 
turned away thy enemies; the King of Israel, the Lord, is in the 
midst of thee, thou shalt fear evil no more” (Soph. iti, 14, 15). 

I wish to dwell to-day upon one thought, which is full of comfort, 
and to conclude my course of sermons on frequent Communion by 
showing you: 1. What consolation the frequent reception of this 
holy Sacrament affords us in all the sorrows and sufferings of this 
earthly life. And, 2. How consoling it will be to us at the hour of 
our death to look back upon our frequent Communions. 


I, 


The earth is a vale of tears, for the curse of sin weighs heavily 
upon mankind. Our times of happiness are rare, and we are sur- 
rounded on all sides by crosses and suffering. Here a sick man 
groans on his bed of pain, there a broken heart mourns over the 
death of some loved one. Disappointment, too, is always with us. 
How many a wife and mother sheds bitter tears in secret over the 
loss of her happiness and the disappointment of her hopes! How 
many a father, sick and out of work, lies sleepless, dreading the 
fresh misery that the coming day may bring! 

Life is indeed full of crosses, and man is born to bear them; he 
cannot cast them aside. If he throws away one, he will only find 
another still heavier than the first, and there is no one on earth able 
to relieve him. As Sirach, the wise man, says: “They (1. e., sor- 
rows) compassed me on every side, and there was none that would 
help me. I looked for the succor of men, and there was none” 
(Ecclus. li, 10). All that our fellow creatures do is to lay heavy 
burdens upon us, and jostle us roughly as we try to bear our cross; 
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the world never helps us. There is but one who is able and willing 
to lighten our burden—our Lord Jesus Christ. 

“I am the Lord, thy God, who take thee by the hand and say to 
thee: “Fear not, I have helped thee’” (Is. xli, 13). Christ Himself 
says: “Come unto Me, all you that labor and are burdened, and I 
will refresh you” (Matth. xi, 28). 

No matter how great our need and our trouble may be, no matter 
if all men forsake us, Christ will never fail us. How is it possible 
to doubt this? Did He not become man and die on the Cross for 
us? Did He not give Himself to be our daily Food, as the result 
of His suffering? “The poor shall eat and shall be filled,” exclaimed 
the Psalmist (Ps. xxi, 27), seeing in spirit the redemption and the 
sacred Host, the fruit of that redemption. “The poor shall eat and 
shall be filled,” filled with comfort amidst the trials and sufferings of 
bodily and spiritual poverty. 

We must never forget that all pain and trouble are the con- 
sequence of original and of actual sin, but Christ “hath loved us 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood” (Apoc. i, 5), and 
He has taken away also the punishment due to sin. The satisfaction 
that He offered to His heavenly Father for the sins of the human 
race was superabundant, and St. Thomas Aquinas teaches (S. Th. iii, 
qu. 49, a. 3) that the eternal penalty due to sin is remitted when the 
sin itself is forgiven through the merits of Christ’s suffering. But 
His suffering affects us only if we apply it to ourselves in faith and 
love, as we do in receiving the Sacraments, and especially the Holy 
Eucharist. Being a sacrifice instituted for the remission of sin and 
the penalty of sin, this holy Sacrament remits the punishment of 
sin directly, and in Holy Communion it does so also indirectly,.be- 
cause it effects a union between the soul and our Saviour, and this 
produces acts of reparation and love. The greater the devotion and 
love with which we receive Holy Communion, the more completely 
shall we be delivered from the punishment due to our sins. 

Whenever therefore, we are weighed down by sorrow and pain, 
whenever we “mingle our drink with weeping” (Ps. ci, 10), let us 
go to the Lord’s table. Every worthy Communion secures for us 
the remission of part of the penalty due to our sins, and so eases 
our burden, for God will have less reason to punish us if we thus get 
rid of our penalties. Should it, however, be His will that we should 
suffer, for “whom the Lord loveth He chastiseth” (Heb. xii, 6), fre- 
quent Communion will give us courage and strength to persevere, 
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and the consolation of knowing that, as we are in the state of grace, 
our suffering is meritorious. It will, moreover, inspire us with 
confidence that what “is at present momentary and light of our 
tribulation, worketh for us above measure exceedingly an eternal 
weight of glory” (II. Cor. iv, 17). 

There is, however, another way in which the frequent reception 
of this holy Sacrament affords comfort and help in all our troubles, 
and that is that it increases the efficacy of our prayers. The saints 
tell us that prayer is the key to the treasury of God’s mercies. 
Through the Psalmist God says to us (Ps. xlix, 15) : “Call upon Me 
in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee.” And St. James says: 
“Ts any of you sad? Let him pray” (v, 13). 

No prayer can ever be more pleasing to God than that which we . 
offer at Holy Communion. Our Saviour helped the woman with the 
issue of blood (Matth. ix, 22), the blind man on the way to Jericho 
(Mark x, 52), the woman of Canaan, and many others who had 
recourse to Him, because, as we read in Holy Scripture, they all 
had faith. Is not the reception of Holy Communion the best evi- 
dence that we can give of our faith? If God is to hear prayer, it 
must proceed from a pure and innocent heart, and when is a man 
ever so careful to be pure and holy as when Jesus Himself is com- 
ing to complete the purification of his heart? Our Saviour Himself 
said (John xvi, 23) that our heavenly Father will give us whatever . 
we ask in His name, and so surely there is nothing that we may 
not hope to receive, when at Holy Communion Christ prays in and 
with us to His Father in heaven. 

How gladly does our Saviour help us when we have recourse to 
Him in this holy Sacrament! How kind and merciful He is! He 
had compassion on the multitude that followed Him, and healed 
their sick (Matth. xiv, 14). He worked a miracle to multiply the 
loaves, that the people might not go away hungry (Matth. xv, 36). 
Again and again in the accounts of His miracles we read that He 
had compassion on those whom He healed. He went up and down 
Judea doing good, and the same merciful Lord comes to us, too, in 
Holy Communion. He is still the same as when the Jews laid the 
sick in the streets, whenever He entered their villages or cities, “and 
besought Him that they might touch but the hem of His garment; 
as as many as touched Him were made whole” (Mark vi, 56). 

We may, indeed, hope everything from Jesus, since we do not 
merely touch Him, but take Him into our hearts. He is so good, 
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so gentle, and so merciful; go to Him, poor, troubled soul; He has 
called you; He will be your best comforter and helper, and the more 
often you receive Him in the Sacrament of His love, the better will 
you comprehend how sweet the Lord is (Ps. xxxiii, 19). 

Be sure that Christ will help you in Holy Communion. Trans- 
port yourself in thought to the cenacle, just after He had given Holy 
Communion to the Apostles. How serious they all look! They have 
some idea of the great mystery, but cannot grasp its full value. “And 
when they had said an hymn, they went forth to the Mount of 
Olives” (Mark xiv, 26). What a strange and solemn scene! Jesus 
Christ and His disciples went down Mount Zion, He was in their 
midst, but also in their hearts, and at that sacred time He said: “If 
you abide in me . . . you shall ask whatever you will, and it shall 
be done unto you” (John xv, 7). Do you see what efficacy is 
possessed by prayer offered at Holy Communion? You are not 
likely to receive at any other time a favor withheld from you then. 
Therefore the greater your trouble and the heavier your cross, the 
more often should you approach the Lord’s table. Our Saviour has 
promised to help you, and He will certainly keep His word. He 
may make you pray for a long time, like the woman of Canaan, or 
the two blind men who followed Him persistently, but He is only 
allowing you to wait, in order to test your perseverance, and this 
is an additional reason for communicating frequently. He is per- 
fectly sure to hear you sooner or later. 

No prayer offered at Holy Communion is ever wasted. After 
placing all our difficulties in our Saviour’s hands, we may look for- 
ward to the future with firm confidence. There is no friend so faith- 
ful, no one so ready to help us as our Lord, if only we do not forget 
to receive Him in Holy Communion. Every one has a cross to bear, 
heavy or light, as God sees best. Let us then often go to the Lord’s 
table, that the light cross may not grow heavier, and that the heavy 
one may become lighter. If any one refuses to seek help and con- 
solation in Holy Communion, he ought not to complain if things are 
not well with him. He is like a hungry man who will not accept an 
invitation to a rich banquet, or a poor man who rejects the means 
offered him by some wealthy person to alleviate his troubles. 


II. 


One hour will inevitably come to every man—the hour of his 
death. It comes when we least expect it. As Job said (xiv, I, 2): 
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“Man born of a woman, living for a short time, is filled with many 
miseries. Who cometh forth like a flower and is destroyed, and 
fleeth as a shadow.” Some day you will be attacked by illness, and 
your sick-bed will prove to be your death-bed. At first, perhaps, you 
will not think seriously of your malady, but gradually you will grow 
worse, until all hope of recovery is abandoned. Some one will care- 
fully inform you of your condition and tell you to prepare for death. 
The priest will be summoned, so that you may make your last con- 
fession, and then, amidst the tears of your relatives and friends, 
he will give you the Lord’s Body, saying: “Receive the viaticum of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that He may preserve thee from the malig- 
nant enemy and bring thee to life everlasting. Amen.” 

At the conclusion of this course of sermons, let each of us ask 
himself: “What sort of Communion will my last one be? Will it 
be to me a pledge of future glory or a reason for my still greater 
condemnation?” Be sure that your last Communion will resemble 
those that you make during life. As you live, so you will die. A 
holy life is followed by a holy death, and a bad life by a bad 
death. 

A man who receives the Sacraments seldom during his life, is 
not a model Christian. He goes seldom to Holy Communion be- 
cause he is not firmly determined to avoid sin and do his duty. His 
many serious lapses into sin, his careless Confessions and his in- 
different or even unworthy Communions bear witness to this fact. 
He serves the devil rather than God. He may go to the Sacraments 
at Easter, and once or twice in the year, but he devotes a very small 
part of his time to God’s service, and spends most of it in a state 
of sin; and if, as may well be the case, his Confessions are invalid 
and his Communions unworthy, he is in continual slavery to the 
evil one. Suppose that his last hour comes, on which his whole 
eternity depends. Will Holy Communion really be to him a viaticum 
for his long journey into eternity? Will he receive it in the state 
of sanctifying grace? I cannot tell; I only know that all saints 
and all priests agree in saying that a death-bed conversion is always 
doubtful. St. Augustine says of such a man (serm. 39, 3): “I can 
give him absolution, but not safety.” Must not a person have never 
really cared about securing his salvation if he has approached the 
Sacraments seldom and with indifference, and has received them 
only, as it were, under compulsion from motives of human respect 
or for other equally bad reasons? If he had really desired to amend 
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his life, he would have begun by going more often to Holy Com- 
munion. 

It may be regarded as a good sign if on his death-bed he desires 
to make reparation for all the sins of his past life. But is this an 
easy task? He has put off making his peace with God until death 
is imminent, and the enemy of his soul is doing his utmost to de- 
stroy it; he is weak and suffering, his memory is failing, and his 
physical pain leaves him perhaps little power of feeling true con- 
trition. God gives us our whole life to be a preparation for eternity, 
not only the last hours of life. He offers us His holy Body to be 
our daily bread and refreshment as we wearily toil along the path 
of life, not simply to be our viaticum as we pass into eternity. Of 
course God is merciful even towards those who have abused His 
mercy in life, and He gives them grace to their last breath; yet 
it was not lightly, but very solemnly, that our Saviour said: “Amen, 
amen, I say unto you: Except you eat the flesh of the Son of man 
and drink His blood, you shall not have life in you” (John vi, 54). 
I personally should not like to quit this life without having often 
received Holy Communion. ; 

What abundant consolation must a person at the point of death 
derive from the thought of having communicated frequently. His 
soul being brought so closely into contact with our Saviour, has 
participated in His divine life, has eaten His Flesh, and drunk His 
Blood, so that he enjoys a pledge of everlasting life. He may say 
with the Psalmist: “In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped: let me never be 
put to confusion” (Ps. lxx,1). “Thou, hast said: He that eateth this 
bread shall live for ever’” (John vi, 59); behold, O Lord, I have 
trusted in Thy words, reward my faith. “Stay with me, because it 
is towards evening” (Luke xxiv, 29), the last evening of my life, to 
be followed by the endless day of eternity. Such a soul will be filled 
with peace, the prelude of the endless peace that it will enjoy in 
. heaven. It will not be hard to die, when in life we have received 
Holy Communion often. 

If hitherto you have been careless and indifferent about the 
Sacraments, become from henceforth zealous and devout communi- 
cants. I am not urging you to communicate daily, although it is the 
desire of Christ and of the Church that all Christians should receive 
the Lord’s Body every day. Some with the best intentions cannot 
possibly do so, and of others it would perhaps be too much to ask 
all at once. I will only implore you to increase the number of your 
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yearly Communions, and this will gradually lead many to communi- 
cate daily. I wish, however, to urge those who go to Communion 
every Sunday and hear Mass every day, to make up their minds 
to cotnmunicate daily at Mass. Do not stay away because of the 
little faults and omissions of your ordinary life; you can get rid of 
them by an act of perfect contrition just as well as by going to 
Confession. The Council of Trent (Sess. xiii, c. 2) declared the 
Blessed Sacrament to be a remedy whereby we are delivered from 
our daily transgressions and preserved from mortal sin. 

Our Lord calls you, saying: “Come, eat my bread and drink the 
wine that I have mingled for you” (Prov. ix, 15). Come, Christian 
maidens, our Lord’s holy Body will preserve your virginity, the 
fairest ornament of your souls. You cannot resolve at the same time 
to lead chaste lives and to communicate seldom; the two things are 
incompatible. Come, Christian boys and young men, for you fre- 
quent Communion is a matter of life and death. You are at an age 
when you are exposed to great temptations, and your future life de- 
pends upon what you are now. If you do not often approach the 
Sacraments now, you should fear for your salvation; for it may well 
be that your passions will carry you away from God. Come, 
Christian parents, you will some day have to give an account to God 
for the souls of your children. You have no reason to fear if you 
are accustoming them to receive Holy Communion often and 
worthily, but remember you must set them a good example. You 
have already accomplished much, if you have been careful to com- 
municate with your children regularly, at least on a!l the chief 
festivals. Come all, all who hear my words. A true Catholic, who 
is in earnest about his religion and anxious to save his soul ought 
never to be satisfied with communicating seldom. Without a fre- 
quent reception of this holy Sacrament no truly Christian life is 
conceivable. Remember that the most holy Sacrament of the Altar 
is to us all, in Holy Communion, the Bread of Life, and whosoever 
eats of this bread shall live for ever (John vi, 48, 52). Amen. 


























CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
VI. Can SocIALISM CLAIM TO BE ONE OF Our POLITICAL PARTIES? 


Whenever it is a question of catering to voters of staunch religious 
convictions, the claim is brought forth that socialism in this country 
has nothing whatever in common with the socialism of other coun- 
tries; that the advanced ideas proclaimed by leading exponents of 
socialism in Europe do not apply to the conditions of our country, 
and that, so far as this country is concerned, socialism is nothing 
but a political party, having a platform like all other such parties, 
calling upon the voter to witness its ability and intention to meet 
the problems of the day, and to redeem the pledges which other 
parties are alleged to have broken. 

Like most other political orators, the exponents of this plea are 
equal to the occasion and are able to make most extravagant 
promises with a straight face. Others less trained in the art of 
deception might blush or grin; not so the socialist orator. He 
brazenly tells the working-man that if the socialist ticket should win, 
each working-man would get a five-thousand-dollar salary, and 
so on. 

In order to ascertain whether the socialist party has a right to 
pose as one of our political parties, let us first see what the spirit 
of party system is in our country. 

Any country depending upon constitutional authority must have 
two or more parties for its own welfare. It matters little whether 
the government be a constitutional monarchy or a republic, like our 
own country, or whether the parties are called Conservative or 
Republican or Democratic; the end and aim of parties, regardless 
of any name, must be the perpetuation and welfare of the country, 
the upholding of lawfully constituted authority. 

Safe, sound and patriotic men may have their honest differences 
of opinions as to which of the parties will be best suited to secure 
the stability of the country, the upholding of lawful authority, and 
the welfare of the people. No matter what party will draw most 
votes, on the day of election the minority will abide by the decision 
of the voters, convinced that the stability and the welfare of the 
country will be taken care of. And if it should prove that the 
welfare of the country might be advanced in a better way by an- 
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other party, it will only be a question of time when the other party 
will be given an opportunity to put into practise its better ideas. But 
in no way will a party dare to wilfully bring into danger the sta- 
bility of the country. The moment one of the parties would attempt 
to undermine the stability of the authority invested in the legis- 
lative, executive or administrative branch of the government, that 
party would be doomed. 

Of late years socialism has entered the political field as a political 
party, soliciting votes under the plea that it stands for the welfare 
of the working-man, that it wants to better the conditions of the 
laboring class, and so on. 

But let us see what right socialism has of entering our political 
arena, to be a part of our lawfully constituted authority. 

Is it pledged to work for the stability and the welfare of the 
commonwealth as this is understood and constituted now? 

We have no pledge of any kind. Its platform is constructed to 
mislead men who will not think. Socialism is neither American, nor 
German, nor English—it is international in its scope and in its 
organization. Its members care no more for the United States, for 
England, Germany, France, or any other country than we care for 
the man in the moon. Socialism is opposed to any and all lawfully 
constituted governments, be they monarchical or republican. Every- 
where its avowed aim is to get control of the government by votes, 
if that is possible, or by bullets, if that be the only other way, and 
to uproot that government. To destroy a constitutional govern- 
ment, and place its own socialistic government in its stead, is the 
outspoken plan. One will look in vain for patriotism in the ranks 
of socialists. They care no more for the Stars and Stripes of our 
fair land than they care for the flag of France or of any other 
country. Their flag is the red flag. All others are hated rags in 
their sight. In the civilized world red has come to be a signal of 
danger, and it were well for the sake of self-preservation that the 
people of our land would become aware of the fact that there can 
be but one flag in this country. Nor does it require a prophet to 
foresee the time approaching when the various parties of our fair 
land will have to lay aside their party differences and combine forces 
for the sake of God and country. The question for us to decide 
will be, whether we desire to have the Stars and Stripes floating 
over our heads, as a pledge of stability and welfare, or whether we 
shall permit the red flag of socialism to end our liberty. 
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Really, how can a socialist aspire to political office, to which, if 
he is elected, he must come with perjury and treason in his heart! 
Before entering upon an office the aspirant must swear to uphold 
the Constitution. The socialist knows, and the people at large 
should know, that he has no more idea of upholding the lawfully 
constituted authority of this land than he has of supporting the 
English or German crown. He has no more idea of working for the 
stability and welfare of this land than he has of maintaining the 
authority of the Sultan of Turkey. His one aim is to undermine 
all lawfully constituted authority, and thus to bring its downfall so 
much nearer. Indeed, such is the strength of this international 
organization that members elected to political office are only the 
puppets in the hands of those higher up in the organization. The 
organization demands a written resignation of its members accept- 
ing public office, to take immediate effect the moment they show that 
they would rather obey their conscience than their socialistic bosses. 

If American socialists were sincere in their plea to be a political 
party, they should by all means resign from this international union, 
of which now they are part and parcel, and make good their asser- 
tion of being only a party like the others, having as their end’ and 
aim the stability and the welfare of this particular country. 

Once in a while there is a howl going up when a Catholic dares 
to aspire to office, if even only of constable. If a Catholic is elected 
to such an office, how long will it take till the Pope will come to 
America, and then disaster! But a socialist can aspire to the highest 
office of the land, and no fear whatsoever is felt for the stability 
of the country! 

Socialism, a political party for the betterment of the working 
people! What has it ever done for the working man? Has it ever 
done anything to gain the confidence of the people? Germany, at 
the present time, has probably the best laws meeting the needs of 
labor. No one fought against these enactments so bitterly as the 
socialists, who prate so much about bettering the conditions of labor. 
Is there a wealthy socialist who is absolutely fair and honest with 
the workers he employs? According to the papers a certain mil- 
lionaire socialist had such wretched conditions in his factory that his 
workers went on strike. While this same man went around pro- 
claiming how socialism was to help the working man in his struggles 
for a living wage, his own workers received starvation wages. And 
there are other cases just like this one. 
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Whenever socialists tried to organize colonies, to show the work- 
ing plan of their scheme, they soon had to declare them utter 
failures. And such efforts have not been wanting, both here, in 
South America, and in Europe, to show the world a beautiful model 
of the future state. Not a single one of these colonies succeeded. 
And these are the men who claim to know how to benefit the work- 
ing man! 

It behooves you, the Catholic manhood of our time, to open your 
eyes to the true situation. And not only that; you must try to open 
the eyes of those who, for some reason or other, are unconscious 
of the drift of the times. 

As a matter of fact, the socialist party stands for nothing but 
treason against the country and revolt against God. Look to St. 
Joseph, the model of working-men of his time, and ask yourselves 
whether he would remain indifferent in the face of the blasphemy 
and treason signified in that red flag, and the answer to this question 
should be your guide in your own position toward this evil of our 
times. 


CONFERENCES FOR CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XVIII. THe ConsoLtatTion oF THE RELIGIous LIFE 


My dear Children of Mary:—What I said in the foregoing con- 
ference I did not say with the intention of discouraging anyone 
who has any thought of entering the convent, but simply for the 
reason that you might not have mistaken ideas about a question as 
important as this. We have tried to get an idea of convent life, with- 
out ignoring or belittling the sacrifices which religious are called upon 
to make. But while we view the hardships and sacrifices of the re- 
ligious state, we must not overlook the fact that God in return for 
these sacrifices and hardships gives a consolation in life and death 
which remains unknown to people of the world. In order, then, that 
the crosses of the religious life may not keep back those who have 
an earnest desire to take them upon themselves, we will to-day con- 
sider the wonderful consolations God grants to those who for His 
sake join the religious life. 

Whatever hardships the religious life may impose upon those who 
follow it, we must not forget that even the world with all its entice- 
ments, its pleasures and honors, is not able to give its followers a 
life free from cares and worries. Whatever career you may take in 
the world, you will find none that is free from crosses. Trials and 
sufferings, sorrow and tears, are part and parcel of the world as of 
the life behind convent walls. If you bear in mind that people find 
practically no consolation in the life of the world unless they turn 
toward God, you must see that the religious life, far from being so 
austere and forbidding as the world would have it appear, offers 
more consolation and peace of mind than the world can ever offer 
its best friends. The world may wonder and say: how is this 
possible? You will learn the reason of this consolation by consider- 
ing the three vows which the religious take. 

Surrendering the will may mean many humiliations and much 
self-denial. Yet this sacrifice is repaid with consolation that more 
than outweighs the sacrifices. And the consolation consists in this: 
The more perfect the surrender of will, the less the opportunity for 
sinning. Sin always implies the consent of the will. Now, the re- 
ligious have the consolation of knowing that in giving up their will 
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in holy obedience, their thought and word and deeds are regulated, 
not by their own will that might go wrong, but by the will of God 
who deals with them through their lawful superiors. 

Hence, the more perfectly the vow of obedience is observed, the 
less the chance of doing wrong. This fact will make it plain why 
the vow of obedience is always mentioned first. It is the most im- 
portant of the three. The other two vows will follow of themselves, 
if the first vow is kept in letter and spirit. But if the surrender of 
the will is only partial, the observance of the other two vows will 
be made more difficult, and the very consolation the surrender of the 
will ought to bring will be denied. 

Being human, it is natural for us to cling to earthly things, even 
though we try to serve God to the best of our ability. And the 
stronger the attachment to earthly things in us, our attachment to 
God will grow that much less. Finally a time may come when we 
think so much of something earthly, and so little of God, that we 
will not hesitate to commit a mortal sin in order to cling to what 
we consider necessary for our happiness. We see this every day. 
To make a little extra money some people will not stop and think 
what is forbidden by the Ten Commandments. There are girls re- 
nouncing their God and their Church, in order to marry outside of 
the Church, because they think that all their happiness depends 
upon marrying, no matter how. 

Religious see the dangers that are in store for us when we grow 
attached to things of this world. They understand that we cannot 
serve two masters, and, rather than forget God and to let earthly 
thinks like honors, pleasures or money put fetters upon the heart, 
they gladly renounce all earthly things to be sure of one thing—the 
love of God. So as not to be trapped by any earthly attachment, 
these saintly souls make up their mirid that there is danger in all 
earthly things, and by their vow of poverty tear themselves away 
from any claim the world might have upon them. For that reason 
they deprive themselves not only of the inducement the world holds 
out to keep souls away from God, but even of comforts of which 
even the poorest will not want to be deprived. The religious desires 
that nothing should bind her to this world, that she may belong to 
God with every fibre of her heart. Enter the room of a religious and 
you will find that room bare. A plain, hard bed, chair, table and a 
crucifix is all the furniture one will find in it. Even poor people 
might not feel content with so little. And so the religious live on, 
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serving God happily, with just enough to keep alive. The God, 
who paints the flowers of the fields and feeds the birds, has a way 
of providing for those who renounce all things to serve Him. 

Such a denial, you will say, means many hardships and sacrifices. 
But the consolations again outweigh these by far. 

The religious are thus certainly far better able to serve God. The 
more free from the entanglements of the world, the more will they 
become attached to God. Their life is that much happier, and so is 
their death, because they have nothing in this world to entangle 
them. 

On the other hand, look at people of the world. Are they really 
happy with what the world can give them? Is it the rule for the 
rich man to say: “I have enough money, more than I need, and now 
I am going to feel satisfied and take things easy?” The rich man 
usually wants to be still richer. Where is the man who, having re- 
ceived great honors, does not thirst for still greater honors? He 
will strive restlessly to gain higher honors. Where is the pleasure- 
seeking person who will say: “I feel satisfied with the pleasures I 
have.” In vain will you seek such a person. On the contrary, you 
will find the seekers after pleasures searching the world for more 
and different pleasures. Pleasures of the past have lost their zest; 
they must seek new pleasures to gratify their everlasting craving. 

If it were possible, for even one being, to have all the money and 
honors and pleasures the world could give, even that one being 
would not be happy. It would suffice to remind him of death to mar 
all his happiness. The single thought that death will compel him to 
leave all worldly things is enough to make his happiness vanish. If 
you desire to find real happiness you will have to look for it not in 
the world but in the convent. 

Remember the countless poor people who never have more than 
a living from hand to mouth. Still, these poor people make a bid 
for at least a little slice of earthly happiness, and that is love. The 
true love of husband and wife and of children, they feel, repays 
them for all their struggles and sufferings. The light of love in the 
eye of wife and children will make the man happy, though he is 
eating a dry crust of bread. God mercifully placed this craving for 
love in the human heart. Love is the one light in the darkness of 
affliction that keeps men from becoming the prey of despair. 

For this reason the vow of chastity may seem to people of the 
world harsh and cruel, but many though the sacrifices may be which 
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this vow demands, it is not without its compensation. The love one 
might bestow upon another human being the religious bestow upon 
God only. Love is not complete unless it is returned in kind, and we 
can certainly trust that God will find a way to recompense those who 
for love of Him deny themselves the consolations of human love. 

The vow of chastity, it is true, brings with it much self-denial. 
Yet, who will be willing to say that earthly love is without sorrow? 
The sorrows that follow earthly love, in sickness and death, inflict 
wounds that in many instances time is unable to heal. But the re- 
ligious barring herself from earthly love, feels a consolation, which, 
like the peace of God, surpasses all understanding. 

From these considerations you will understand that it is a waste 
of pity for worldly people to feel sorry for a young man or a girl 
who determine to enter the convent. Pity might be felt for those 
whom God does not call to the convent. For whatever pleasures or 
honors or consolations the world may be able to grant them, the 
world can never keep from them sorrow and affliction and loss. 
Shed not your tears for those who follow the call of God, but con- 
gratulate them for being saved from much suffering which the world 
doles out to its followers. 

If any of you receive the call to follow God, do not hesitate for a 
single moment. Thank God that He deems you worthy of following 
Him, and be convinced that He will grant you consolations of which 
the world knows nothing, and that in the life to come He will be 
your reward exceeding great. 














| 











CONFERENCES FOR BOYS 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XLII. St. Joon BercHMANs 


My dear Boys:—The life of St. John Berchmans is a singular 
life, indeed. While it is not known that he performed a single, ex- 
traordinary work, every one of his acquaintances knew that he per- 
formed his every-day duties extraordinarily well. The constant 
thought uppermost in his mind was one we might profitably adopt 
for ourselves. This thought was: “I shall never be a saint unless 
I am a saint when I am a boy.” 

He was born at Diest, in Holland, on March 13, 1599. He was 
blessed with saintly parents. Being gentle and thoughtful, bright 
and cheerful, he was a favorite with his playmates. Still, his parents 
discovered that he was not entirely without faults. He was quick- 
tempered and inclined to be easily led. His conscientious parents 
never permitted these faults to get a good start in their boy. They 
checked these faults as soon as they began to show. 

His parish priest, a Father Emmerick, took a fancy to the boy 
because at the age of seven years of age he had mastered the Mass 
prayers, and took it upon himself to serve holy Mass. When the 
boy was nine years old the good priest took him, and a few other 
boys, of which he thought that they possibly might have a vocation 
for the priesthood, into his own house. There the little company 
led a regular convent life, the good old priest preparing them for 
their college course. He laid down severe rules for them, dividing 
their time into hours of study, work, prayer, and rest. 

Invariably the little saint asked for the hardest work, the kind 
the other boys might consider beneath their dignity. He did that 
work most willingly. He was the first to rise in the morning. He 
did not feel satisfied if he could not serve Mass each day. His 
pious behavior at the altar was a source of edification even for the 
priest. Whenever he obtained permission to go to the neighboring 
church, at Montaigu, he recited the rosary going and returning. At 
play he was full of harmless fun; when studying no one could be 
more interested than he; in prayer he was a model for all. What- 
ever he did, whether work or play, he put his whole heart and soul 
into it. 
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After he had completed his preparatory training with Father 
Emmerick, we find him next in the Jesuit College at Mechlin. The 
training he had received at home and with the good, old priest, was 
a great advantage to him at the college. He quickly gained the good 
will of his fellow students and of his teachers. This, as you may 
know, is no small matter. You may be liked by those with whom 
you work, while your foreman may have little use for you. Or, if 
your foreman has taken a liking to you, your fellow workers may 
dislike you. All this may happen without your fault. 

St. John Berchmans was liked principally because he always knew 
his place, and kept it. He was never bold. I dare say that few, if 
any, of his fellow students suspected his fervent piety, for the saint 
disliked to make much of himself. To give you an idea of his piety, 
let me tell you that the saint at Mechlin made the Way of the Cross 
every Friday night in his bare feet. He selected Friday in honor 
of the suffering and death of our dear Saviour. To understand what 
this meant, I must add that these stations were shrines built some 
distance apart from each other. To escape notice he selected the time 
of night for his devotion. In stormy and cold weather it was a hard 
task to walk all that way barefooted. Besides his daily prayers, he 
recited every day the office of the Blessed Virgin. Considering such 
acts of piety, it was not to be wondered at that God gave him a 
vocation to the religious life. After he completed his college course 
he asked to be received as a member of the Society of Jesus, and 
received the habit of this order at the Mechlin novitiate. After his 
novitiate he was directed to Antwerp to continue his studies, and 
from there was sent to Rome. With his bundle over his shoulders 
he set out afoot from Antwerp to Rome, and reached the Eternal 
City the last day of 1618. In 1621 he was seized with a violent 
fever, and died. 

It was only after his death that people found that he had been a 
saint. No doubt, if God had permitted him to live to a ripe old age, 
this saint might have accomplished a great deal of good. But in 
His Wisdom God saw fit to recall the young saint when he was 
twenty-two years old. Yet in that brief life he did more good than 
most others would do during three and four times so many years. 

In our times we find that many people have an entirely wrong 
idea about holiness. They imagine that to be holy one must per- 
form many miracles, like a St. Anthony or a St. Francis Solanus. 
But we must remember that holiness of life does not consist in 
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miracles, but in carrying out the holy Will of God in a faultless and 
perfect manner. As a special favor God grants to some saints the 
power of miracles, not to add lustre to their names, but to induce 
the world to follow the way of God. The holy Apostles wrought 
great miracles, not for their own sakes or glory, but for the sake of 
making converts, that their faith might take deep roots, and that the 
faith might be accepted even by doubting pagans. Yet the Gospels 
do not record a single miracle of St. John the Baptist, although our 
Saviour Himself said that not a greater saint was born of woman 
than he. The sacred text is in this respect silent even about the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. For, though she is now more powerful than 
any angel or saint, or all of them combined, not a single miracle is 
placed to her credit while in this life. 

Hence we need not feel surprised that St. John Berchmans led 
so simple a life. He is a great saint, nevertheless, even though dur- 
ing his life he did not perform a single miracle. And yet we might 
well say that his whole life was a constant miracle. In everything 
he did he had but one object in view—to please God in a perfect 
way. Whenever he saw an opportunity of pleasing God better by 
a more perfect work, he would substitute for the less perfect work 
that which was more pleasing to God. There was no one in the 
community who pleased God so perfectly as St. John Berchmans. 
It was his profound humility that enabled him to make all his actions 
so inconspicuous that during his lifetime his fellow students and 
brothers of the Order did not discover his wonderful perfection. 

An army can have but one supreme leader. The greater the 
number of dutiful soldiers following a good leader, the better they 
are equipped, the more chances will that army have of being vic- 
torious. The greatest general will be easily beaten if he has an army 
of indifferent or poorly trained soldiers. We can not all be great 
leaders of men. God calls some men to places of prominence to per- 
form grand works, some men to be missionaries, to others He gives 
vast mental powers, but the vast majority of men are to be privates 
in the vast army of God. The priests of the entire world make a 
vast number. Yet only a few of this number are selected to become 
bishops, and only one of all this number is elected to be the head 
of the Church in Rome. 

What lesson does the life of St. John Berchmans teach us? 

My dear boys, it teaches us a very consoling lesson. His life 
teaches us that even in the lowest rank of life we may become great 
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saints, even though we do nothing else but perform our duty per- 
fectly. 

It may not be possible for you to become great apostolic mis- 
sionaries, or founders of new orders in the Church; you may not 
be destined to become illustrious martyrs; God may not have made 
you great intellectual lights like a St. Thomas or St. Augustine, and 
yet you may become saints. You may never leave your work-bench, 
never rise any higher in the world than your fathers did before you; 
all that will not prevent you from becoming saints. All that is 
necessary is to do the work of our vocation for the love of God in 
a faultless manner, and we are saints. What matters it whether the 
world is aware of it? It is enough that God knows the value of 
our works. And yet we find boys, as well as grown people, who 
grieve because their unreasonable ambition of being somebody in 
this world is not realized. They have set their whole heart and mind 
upon becoming great. They desire to see their names in the papers; 
they want to be talked about, to be considered and praised. And, 
if they fail in this effort, they give up in despair, and even neglect 
their every-day duties. They resemble the man to whom God gave 
one talent. He imagined that he should get as many talents as the 
most deserving had received. Because he was given only one talent, 
he refused to make proper use of it, and when God asked for an ac- 
counting, he came up and threw his one talent down in disgust. Do 
not make the mistake of that unhappy man. Never think that be- 
cause God has not raised you to some place of prominence, your life 
is not worth the trouble. In the sight of God your life is as im- 
portant as the life of the greatest man on earth. He has a soul to 
save, so have you. Indeed, it is easier for us little people to become 
saints than the ones that are up in the world. It should be far easier 
for us to perform little duties well than for the others to measure 
up to their heavy duties and responsibilities. 

When you work, work faithfully. Try to do your work as well 
as you can, not forgetting to offer up all you do to God. When it 
is time to play, go and play, taking care that God is not offended in 
any way. When it is time to pray, pray earnestly and fervently. 
Finally, to tell you the last but not the least requisite for holiness, 
keep away from the wickedness of the world. Had St. John Berch- 
mans been told that he would be ultimately placed side by side with 
two other great saints, St. Aloysius and St. Stanislaus, as a perfect 
model for boys and young men, he would very likely have considered 
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the prediction as a very poor joke at his own expense. His pro- 
found humility never permitted him to entertain a single thought 
of self-praise, even though ever so well deserved. 

Let us ask St. John Berchmans that, through his prayers, we may 
learn to appreciate the value of all our duties, no matter how lowly 
our station in life, so that by complying with them as faithfully as 
he, we, too, may after our death be numbered with the saints. 








THE GOSPELS EXPLAINED TO CHILDREN 


PALM SUNDAY 


Our Lorp’s ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 


Introduction —*Behold, we go up to Jerusalem.” Our Lord said 
these words to His disciples when they were in the plain of the 
Jordan. (Cf. Quinquagesima Sunday.) He restored the sight of 
a blind man near Jericho, probably on the Friday before Holy Week, 
and on the same day crossed the desolate heights of Judea, arriving 
at Bethany in the evening. He spent the Sabbath at the house of 
His friend, Lazarus. Bethany is about an hour’s walk from Jeru- 
salem, and the road leads over the Mount of Olives. About half- 
way, but a little off the road, lay the village of Bethphage, which 
now exists no longer. Now you will be able to understand the 
Gospel. 

I. GospeL: Matth. xxi, I-9. 

1. Preparations for the entry into Jerusalem. 
2. Solemn entry into Jerusalem. 

II, ExpLtanaTion: 1. Preparations for the Entry—On Sunday 
morning our Saviour and His disciples left Bethany, and when they 
were near Bethpage, He sent two of His followers on before Him. 
What commission did He give them? . . . You see how Jesus knew 
everything and how nothing was hidden from Him. He really re- 
quired only the colt, but in order that it might be willing to come, 
He told the disciples to bring the she-ass too. How did our Lord 
remove the reluctance that they seem to have felt to fetching the 
asses? . . . He said: The Lord hath need of them, speaking as One 
who had authority. This was the last time that Christ came to Jeru- 
salem, and He came not in a poor and humble fashion, as He had 
done before, but in triumph like a king. That day was the most 
glorious in all His life on earth, and it was His will that it should 
be so, and consequently He arranged everything for a solemn entry 
into the city. The disciples soon came back with the asses, and, 
having laid their outer garments upon them, they set Jesus upon the 
colt. Perhaps you are thinking that an ass is not the right sort of 
animal for a king to ride. But in the East it is quite usual for a 
prince to ride on an ass, which is more sure-footed than a horse 
on rocky ground, and is held in higher esteem than with us. The 
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horses in the East are spirited creatures, suggestive of warfare, 
whereas asses are gentler and more suggestive of peace. Christ was 
the prince of Peace, not a commander in battle; it was His 
desire to bring truth and grace to His people. 

2. The Solemn Entry—Everything was ready for the solemn 
procession, and the disciples took their places round their Master. 
They ascended the Mount of Olives, and many people whom they 
met on the way turned round and joined them. Then they began to 
go down into the valley of the Cedron, where hundreds of pilgrims 
were encamped, who had come to keep the Pasch in Jerusalem. 
These people asked inquisitively: “Who is this?’ And the news 
spread rapidly: “This is the Messias, the Son of David, the great 
Prophet.” They were filled with excitement and hurried to meet 
Him, breaking branches off the olive trees and strewing them on 
His path, or else holding them in their hands in token of peace, 
whilst others followed the eastern fashion of spreading their gar- 
ments on the road. In this way a vast stream of people poured 
into the city through the so-called Golden Gate, crying incessantly : 
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” The people believed Christ to be the Messias. 
Hosanna is a cry of joy, and the mighty walls of the Temple must 
have reechoed the sound, but the Scribes and Pharisees were an- 
noyed at it, although they were unable to restrain the enthusiasm 
of the multitude. 

Is it not strange that the people had several times wanted to pro- 
claim Jesus their king, and He had always resisted and avoided them, 
but now He allowed it without any protest, in fact He wished to be 


honored thus? What can have been the reason? . . . The prophet 
Zacharias had foretold this glorious entry of the Messias into Jeru- 
salem: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. . . . Behold thy King 


will come to thee, the Just and Saviour; He is poor, and riding 
upon an ass and upon a colt. the foal of an ass” (Zach. ix, 9). This 
prophecy had to be fulfilled. This was the first reason. But who 
was the daughter of Zion? On Mount Zion once stood King David’s 
royal palace, and also, before the Temple was built, the tabernacle, 
the sanctuary of the chosen people. Zion was therefore the holy 
hill of Jerusalem, and by “the daughter of Zion” the prophet meant 
the holy city. Hence he called to the children of Jerusalem, telling 
them that the Messias was coming, the King of the new kingdom of 
God. The second reason was that the Jews were always expecting 
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a great and glorious Messias, and on that day Christ really came as a 
king to warn His people for the last time to put aside their unbelief 
and accept Him as the Messias. A third reason was that Jesus 
wished us to see that He died of His own accord, because He loved 
and pitied us; no one would have been able to force Him to die, as 
in comparison with Him all rulers are powerless. 

Questions for repetition What preparations did our Lord make 
for His entry into Jerusalem? . . . Why did Christ desire to enter 
the holy city riding upon an ass? . . . How did the disciples carry 
out their Master’s orders? . . . What caused great crowds of people 
to join the procession? . . . What cries of joy did the Jews raise in 
honor of their Messias? . . . What were the reasons for our Lord’s 
allowing Himself to be publicly honored? .. . 

III. AppiicaTion: 1. Lessons to be learned from this Gospel. 
(a) Jesus sent two of His disciples into the village, knowing that 
they would find a she-ass and her colt there, and knowing, too, that 
the owner would ask what they were doing. Jesus knows every- 
thing; He is omniscient. What do we mean by calling God om- 
niscient? . . . We have here another proof of Christ’s divinity. How 
did Jesus give evidence of His divinity? .. . 

(b) The prophecy of Zacharias was fulfilled in Christ. What 
did the prophets foretell about the Messias? By what name did 
they speak of Him? ... 

(c) The Jews welcomed our Saviour with cries of joy and greeted 
Him as their King, but they soon changed their minds and ceased 
to believe. This was a sin against the Holy Ghost. Name the sins 
against the Holy Ghost... . 

2. How is Palm Sunday observed in the Church? . . . The palms 
are blessed and there is a solemn procession during which we sing: 
“Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” Christ asks for admission at the church door, 
and in token of this the door is knocked with the foot of the cross. 
The procession is intended to remind us both of our Lord’s solemn 
entry into Jerusalem and of our glorious entry into the heavenly 
Jerusalem. 

3. Why is this Gospel read to-day? . . . That is quite clear; the 
account of what happened on the first Palm Sunday is read every 
year on the same day. We think chiefly to-day of Christ as the 
kingly High Priest. He is beginning to ascend the steps of the altar 
of sacrifice; in a few days He will be laid on the altar of the Cross. 
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4. There is one important warning for us in this Gospel. The 
Jews cried “Hosanna” with great enthusiasm, and only five days 
afterwards they shouted “Crucify Him” in their fury. Do you 
know what Christians behave like the Jews? In Holy Communion 
Jesus enters our hearts, and, being full of love and joy, we cry: 
“Hosanna, welcome, O my Lord! Thou are mine and I am Thine.” 
But how do many people act afterwards? They soon fall back into 
their former grievous sins, and seem ready to cry: “Crucify Him.” 
They crucify Christ over again in their hearts. Will you ever be 
so ungrateful? Will you ever venture to act so shamefully? Surely 
not. O Jesus, make us true to Thee till death! 





EASTER SUNDAY 
An ANGEL ANNOUNCES Our Lorp’s RESURRECTION 


Introduction—On Good Friday evening some pious men went to 
Mount Calvary and took our Lord’s holy Body down from the 
Cross, and laid it on our Lady’s lap. We think of this scene at the 
thirteenth Station of the Cross. With deep reverence they wrapped 
the Body in costly linen, and then carried it to the grave, whilst the 
women followed weeping. Do you know what the Jewish burial 
places were like? Many can still be seen. They are in the rocks, 
and so large that people can enter them. There is first an ante- 
chamber, and then a narrow passage leading into the actual grave. In 
it, hewn in the rock, is a stone ledge hollowed out a little, like a coffin. 
Upon this rock coffin the dead body was laid; it was wrapped in 
many cloths and anointed with sweet spices, but it was not covered 
over. Then the grave was closed on the outside with a heavy stone. 
In a grave of this kind our Lord’s sacred Body rested until the 
morning of the third day. What happened early on Easter Sunday? 

. . He rose again resplendent and bright as the morning sun, and 
came forth from the closed grave. We read in to-day’s Gospel 
what took place afterwards. 

I. GospeLt: Mark xvi, 1-7. 

1. The women went to the sepulchre. 
2. The angel in the sepulchre. 
3. The angel announced our Lord’s resurrection. 
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II. ExpLanaTIoNn: 1. The women went to the sepulchre—We 
hear of three women. Mary Magdalen, the holy penitent, is well 
known to you all. The second Mary was the mother of St. James 
the Less, and Salome was the mother of St. John and St. James the 
Great. These three pious women went out of the city to the place 
where Christ was buried. What did they mean to do? . . . They in- 
tended to embalm the holy Body with fragrant spices. But had 
that not been done before it was put into the grave? Why was it 
necessary to embalm it again? The first embalming had been done 
in a hurry, late in the evening of Good Friday, and on the follow- 
ing day, being the Sabbath, no spices could be bought until after six 
o’clock in the evening. So it was early on Sunday morning that the 
women went to the sepulchre to perform the last office of love for 
Jesus. See how they honored and loved our Saviour! But there 
was one thing that troubled them: “Who shall roll us back the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre?” Such stones may still be seen in 
Jerusalem; they are over 3 feet in height and weigh 12 to 16 cwt. 
Any one who wanted to enter the tomb would have to push aside the 
stone, that moved along a groove. The women would not have the 
strength to remove it, and whilst they were discussing what they 
should do, they reached the grave. 

2. The angel in the sepulchre-——What did they see? The stone 
already rolled away from the grave! Who had done that? They 
entered the sepulchre with feelings of holy curiosity, but they were 
terrified at the sight of a wonderful form. “They saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, clothed with a white robe.’ Who was 
it? It was one of God’s angels keeping watch beside the holy 
sepulchre, for from the moment when our Lord’s sacred Body was 
laid to rest there, this sepulchre became the chief sanctuary on earth 
for Christians. What effect had the sight of the angel upon the 
women? ... It was no wonder that they were astonished and 
frightened, but their fear was soon changed into joy. 

3. The angel announced our Lord’s resurrection. How did the 
angel reassure the women? He said: “Be not affrighted; you seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified; He is risen, He is not here. 
Behold the place whére they laid Him.” The grave was empty, only 
the linen cloths still lay in it. Christ had really risen, as He had 
foretold, saying: “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again” (Luke 
xxiv, 7). The pious women at once remembered these words. What 
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commission did the angel give them? ... “Go, tell His disciples 
and Peter, that He goeth before you into Galilee; there you shall 
see Him, as He told you.’ Why was St. Peter especially mentioned? 
. . . He was the chief of the Apostles and was to be the head of the 
Church. He was also to lead the disciples into Galilee. Why were 
they to go thither? It was the home of most of the Apostles; our 
Lord had spent more time there than elsewhere, and so Galilee was 
chosen as the place where they should meet Him again. Jesus had 
already foretold this at the Last Supper, when He said: “After I 
shall be risen again, I will go before you into Galilee” (Mark xiv, 
28). What astonishment must the women and the disciples have 
felt at hearing from an angel just what Jesus had told them three 
days previously ! 

Questions for repetition—Who were the women who went to the 
holy sepulchre early on Easter Sunday morning? . . . What office 
of love did they mean to perform? . . . What caused the women 
some anxiety? ... What surprised them at the entrance to the 
sepulchre? . . . What changed their surprise into great fear? ... 
How did the angel soothe the women’s fear? .. . What did the 
angel order the women to tell the disciples? .. . 

III. Appiication. 1. Points for instruction—The mystery 
celebrated at Easter had been foretold long in advance by the 
prophets. In one of the Psalms King David exclaims: “Thou wilt 
not leave my soul in hell, nor wilt thou give they Holy One to see 
corruption” (Ps. xv, 10). Our Lord had plainly declared that He 
would rise again. Think of the Gospel for Quinquagesima Sunday, 
in which occur the words: “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all 
things shall be accomplished which were written by the prophets 
concerning the Son of man. For he shall be delivered to the 
Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and scourged, and spit upon; and 
after they have scourged Him, they will put him to death, and the 
third day he shall rise again” (Luke xviii, 31-33). Everything took 
place exactly as our Lord had said. He had foretold His resurrec- 
tion to the scribes and Pharisees also, saying: “As Jonas was in the 
whale’s belly three days and three nights, so shall the Son of man 
be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights” (Matth. xii, 
40). On another occasion He told them to “destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up” (John ii, 19). Now all the 
prophecies were fulfilled. What happened on the third day after 
our Lord’s death? ... Did the disciples also see their risen 
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Saviour? . . . How long did our Lord remain on earth after the 
resurrection? . . . When we say the Rosary we think of the resur- 
rection in one of the Glorious Mysteries. . . . 

2. At Easter the Church sings with joy: “The Lord has truly 
risen, Alleluia!’ To-day we have heard the wonderful tidings from 
an angel, but the soldiers watching the sepulchre spread abroad a 
report that, whilst they were asleep, our Lord’s disciples had come 
and taken His Body away. This was a very stupid lie. Who can 
tell me how stupid it was? .. . There stood a heavy stone before 
the sepulchre. Was it possible for the disciples to move it away 
without making a noise and waking the watchmen? And if the 
guards were asleep, how could they see the disciples? Why were 
the soldiers not punished if they had really neglected their duty? 
Would the disciples have ventured to steal our Lord’s body? Can 
we imagine that plain, honest men, like the Apostles, would have 
been guilty of such deceitful conduct? No, the soldiers lied boldly, 
because the chief men among the Jews paid them well to do so. 

3. Why is this Gospel read on Easter Sunday? Because it tells 
us how an angel, a messenger from heaven, brought the glad 
tidings of our Lord’s glorious resurrection. On this, the greatest 
day in the Church’s year, we think chiefly of Christ the High Priest, 
risen from the dead. But we, too, ought to rise with Him, as St. 
Paul tells us: “As Christ is risen from the dead . . . so we also may 
walk in newness of life” (Rom. vi, 4). We ought to rise from the 
death of sin by making a good confession, and then we can walk 
in newness of life. Holy Communion will give us strength to do so, 
and the Church orders all her children to receive Holy Communion 
at Easter. This is a good preparation for the general resurrection 
on the last day. 

4. Would you like to know what has become of our Lord’s grave? 
A great, round church, called the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
was built over it, and in the middle is the chapel containing the 
grave. Let us enter it with deep reverence. We shall come first 
into a little ante-chamber, called the Angel’s Chapel, and then along 
a low passage into the grave itself. There is room for only four 
people at a time. This is the spot where once our Lord’s holy Body 
rested in the sleep of death; and hence He rose resplendent on 
Easter day. What is there to be seen in the grave? A ledge of 
rock, now covered with marble, on which the Body lay; on the wall 
are three precious pictures of our risen Lord, and a number of silver 
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lamps, that are like stars, lighting up the darkness. Pilgrims fall 
awestruc’’ on their knees, for this is indeed a holy place. 





FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 


Our Lorp APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES. INSTITUTION OF THE 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 


Introduction—The Gospel on Easter Sunday tells us how an 
angel announced our Lord’s resurrection to the women. What else 
happened on that day? . . . Our risen Saviour appeared six times 
on the same day. To whom did He come first? Undoubtedly to 
His holy Mother. Holy Scripture records nothing about this ap- 
pearance, but we believe that it occurred. Did not Jesus love His 
Mother better than anyone else on earth? And had she not re- 
mained near Him to the end? Surely she must have been the first 
to see Him again and to receive His Easter greeting. (One of the 
side chapels in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre is called the Chapel 
of the Apparition. It is venerated as the spot where Jesus first ap- 
peared to His Mother.) 

The second person permitted to see our Lord was Mary Magdalen, 
who was weeping near the sepulchre, when suddenly Jesus stood 
before her. She did not recognize Him until He said: “Mary,” and 
then she cried, “Rabboni, Master.” Soon afterwards our Saviour 
met the other women and said: “All hail,’ and they came up and 
took hold of His feet and adored Him. In the course of the day He 
appeared to St. Peter, and in the afternoon, when two disciples were 
going to Emmaus, our Lord joined them and walked with them, 
but they did not recognize Him until the evening, when they hurried 
back to Jerusalem and found all the Apostles assembled. The latter 
greeted them with the words: “The Lord is risen indeed and hath 
appeared to Simon.” Then the two disciples told the Apostles what 
had happened on their way to Emmaus. To-day’s Gospel contains 
the account of the sixth appearance, which was the most important 
of all. 

I. GospeL: John xx, 19-31. 

1. Our Lord appears to the disciples. 
2. He institutes the Sacrament of Penance. 
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3. Thomas refuses to believe. 
4. Jesus rebukes Thomas for his unbelief. 
5. The evangelist’s concluding remarks. 

II. ExprLanation. 1. Our Lord’s appearance—lIt was the 
evening of Easter Sunday. All the Apostles except Thomas were 
together in the room where they had eaten the Last Supper. They 
had not yet recovered from the horrors of the last few days, and 
the doors were shut . . . for fear of the Jews. All were in a state 
of excitement and doubt, asking one another: “Has He really risen?” 
“Will He come back to us?” They were still talking about the good 
news brought by the two disciples from Emmaus, when suddenly 
they were aware of a presence, and Jesus glorified stood in their 
midst. Why was this appearance so wonderful? ... After the 
resurrection our Lord’s Body was glorified and transfigured; just 
as the sun’s rays can pass through glass, so could His Body pass 
through walls and doors. What effect had this sudden appearance 
upon the disciples? . . . St. Luke tells us that they, “being troubled 
and frightened, supposed that they saw a spirit” (Luke xxiv, 37). 
Then Jesus showed them the marks of His sacred Wounds. Think 
how weak the disciples still were in the faith; they were like little 
children just learning to walk, and it was not until our Lord actually 
ate something before their eyes that a light dawned upon them. 
They recognized their Divine Master and were overwhelmed with 
joy. 

2. Institution of the Sacrament of Penance-—Our Lord did not 
stay long with the disciples, but we must notice carefully what He 
said and did. Both when He came and when He went away He 
said: “Peace be to you.” The Jews greeted one another thus, but in 
this case the words had a very special significance. Our Lord meant 
to say: “The sacrifice of the Cross has been offered, now there is 
peace on earth.” He continued: “As the Father hath sent Me, I 
also send you.” Why had the Father sent His Son into the world? 
. . . We had lost the peace of God through sin, so Jesus came to 
reconcile us with the Father by dying on the Cross, and in this way 
we regained peace. But many fall back into sin and lose it again. 
Who can help these poor sinners? Our Lord said: “I also send 
you,” that is to say, “You are to do what I have done; you are to re- 
store to poor sinners the peace that they have lost.”” How could they 
do this? Notice what Jesus did. He breathed on them. What 
did His breathing on them show? . . . He explained it clearly, for 
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He said: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins you shall forgive, 
they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are 
retained.’ You can all understand the importance of these words, 
for at this solemn moment our Lord conferred upon His Apostles 
part of their priestly powers and enabled them to pronounce abso- 
lution. So it was on the evening of the day when He rose again, 
that Jesus bestowed on us the Sacrament of Peace. 

3. St. Thomas refuses to believe-——Thomas had not been present 
that evening and, of course, as soon as he came in, the other Apostles 
joyfully exclaimed: “We have seen the Lord.” How did Thomas 
receive the news? ... He said: “Except I shail see in His hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, 
and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.’ These words 
show us the Apostle’s character. He was unwilling to yield. There 
was, however, some excuse for St. Thomas; he seems to have been 
rendered distrustful and bewildered by his grief at our Lord’s death 
and his fear of the Jews, and for this reason our Saviour indulged 
his weakness. In order to cure this one Apostle of his unbelief, our 
Lord deigned to appear a second time. 

4. Our Lord’s rebuke to St. Thomas.—This rebuke was given a 
week later. What resemblance was there between the two ap- 
pearances? ... They took place in the same room, and Jesus ap- 
peared again when the doors were shut, and again He greeted His 
followers with the words: “Peace be to you.” We can easily imagine 
the feelings of St. Thomas; he must have been like a man struck by 
lightning. Our Lord turned at once to him, saying: “Put in thy 
finger hither, and see my hands, and bring hither thy hand and put 
it into My side, and be not faithless, but believing.’ Jesus evi- 
dently knew all about it. Poor St. Thomas was quite humiliated 
and ashamed; with contrition he cast himself at his Master’s feet, 
unable to say anything but “My Lord and my God.” He was com- 
pletely cured of his want of faith,and his heart was glowing with 
love of Jesus. Our Saviour, however, did not spare him a serious, 
though loving rebuke: “Because thou hast seen Me, Thomas, thou 
hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and have be- 
lieved.” These words will always be true; when we see and then 
believe, we have not real faith; faith, to be meritorious, is belief 
without sight. 

5. The Evangelist’s concluding remarks.—St. John added some 
remarks of his own at the end of to-day’s Gospel. They formed 
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originally the conclusion of his whole Gospel, but afterwards he 
added a sort of appendix to it. “Many other signs also did Jesus 
in the sight of His disciples.” What signs did St. John refer to? 
. . . He meant miracles, but he was referring also to all the things 
that prove Jesus Christ to be the true Son of God. Therefore he 
added: “But these are written that you may believe that Jesus 1s 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing, you may have life in 
His name.’ Now you know why St. John wrote his Gospel... . 
He wanted to bring all men to faith in Christ, and through faith to 
the life of grace and everlasting happiness. For he who does not 
believe remains dead in sin, but whoever has faith has everlasting 
life. 

Questions for repetition—Who were the people who saw our 
Lord on the day of His resurrection? . . . What were the feelings 
of the Apostles until the evening of that day? . . . How did our 
Lord greet His friends? . . . How did Christ convince the dis- 
ciples of the truth of His resurrection? . . . What power did He 
confer upon the Apostles? . . . How did St. Thomas receive the 
news of Christ’s resurrection? ... What proof did the Apostle 
require to have, before he would be willing to believe? ... How 
did Christ satisfy his desire? . . . How did St. Thomas atone for 
his unbelief? ... With what words did our Lord rebuke the 
Apostle for his want of faith? . . . What was St. John’s intention 
when writing his Gospel? 

III. Appiication. 1. Lessons to be learned—(a) What proofs 
of our Lord’s divinity does this Gospel contain? . . . He appeared 
twice when the doors were shut, and only God could do that. He 
gave the Apostles power to forgive sins, and only God could do 
that. He allowed St. Thomas to worship Him, and God alone 
could accept worship. St. John says quite plainly: “Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God.” What is the Apostle’s testimony to our 
Lord’s divinity? ... 

(b) On Easter day the Apostles received power to give abso- 
lution for sins. With what words did our Lord confer this power 
upon them? ... Why can Catholic priests alone give absolution 
for sins? . . . Why must we confess our sins? .. . 

(c) Our risen Saviour is our model; shall we all rise again as He 
aa? ... 

(d) The Catholic Church derives her faith from two sources, 
Holy Scripture and tradition, but the Protestants base their 
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faith on Holy Scripture alone. What does St. John say that sup- 
ports the Catholic doctrine? . . . Why must we believe tradition 
also? ... 

2. What is the importance of this Gospel in the ecclesiastical 
year? . . . The chief thought suggested by the Gospels of the Sun- 
days after Christmas is Christ, the Divine Teacher; by those read 


‘in Lent, Christ the High Priest; by those read after Easter, Christ 


the Good Shepherd. This thought is brought before us again to- 
day. When our Lord was led out to be crucified, the Apostles were 
all terrified and fled, but after His resurrection Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, collected His scattered sheep. He appeared to them 
again and again to strengthen their faith in His resurrection. Christ 
did indeed rise from the dead. 

3. Is your faith in the Resurrection as firm as a rock? There 
are always some Christians who refuse to believe and say: “I will 
only believe what I see and understand.” These are poor doubting 
souls, like St. Thomas. They flatter themselves that their feeble 
little intellect can fathom the mysteries of our holy religion and 
understand them. They can no more do this than they can light 
up a large church with one solitary taper. People inclined to doubt 
ought to take to heart the words uttered by our Lord: “Blessed are 
they that have not seen and have believed.” 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
THE Goop SHEPHERD 


Introduction—To-day’s Gospel contains a beautiful parable 
uttered by our Lord in Jerusalem. He had just given sight to the 
man born blind. How did the Pharisees show their indignation? 
. . . They expelled the man who had been blind from their midst, 
saying: “Thou wast wholly born in sins, and dost thou teach us?” 
Yet they boasted of being the leaders and pastors of the people. 
They were not good but bad shepherds. Why? Because they did 
not lead their flock to the Messias but to unbelief; they desired not 
the welfare of the sheep, but their own advantage. Five hundred 
years before the prophet Ezechiel had said to them: “Woe to the 
shepherds of Israel that fed themselves! Should not the flocks be 
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fed by the shepherds?” (xxxiv, 2). Our Saviour availed Himself 
of the opportunity to speak about the duties of shepherds, and His 
discourse was at the same time a serious rebuke to the Pharisees. 

I. GospeL: John x, 11-16. 

1. The Good Shepherd and the hireling. 
2. The love of the Good Shepherd. 
3. The care displayed by the Good Shepherd. 

II. ExpLaNaTION: (a) The scene presented to us. 1. A 
shepherd and his flock—The Jews were a pastoral people, and to 
this day there are many flocks of sheep in the Holy Land. A man, 
who is not rich, looks after his sheep himself, but one who can 
afford it hires a shepherd to do so. Shepherd and sheep know and 
love one another. If the shepherd calls them, the sheep hear his 
voice and come to him with confidence, but should a stranger try to 
entice them to him, they run away. 

2. The flock and its pasture—During the whole summer, from 
March to November, the flocks remain out on the pastures. By 
day the sheep graze on the mountain slopes and in the valleys, 
where, however, they find very little food, mostly half withered 
leaves; but a sheep is satisfied with scanty fare. At night the 
shepherd leads his flock either into a cavern in the rocks (think of 
the shepherds of Bethlehem!) or into a sheepfold, which is an open 
space surrounded by a wall of loose stones, or in some cases merely 
by a hedge. 

3. The life of a shepherd—A shepherd’s life is not free from 
danger, for the sheep have to be protected against fierce enemies, 
and there are still wolves and jackals in Palestine. As soon as it is 
dark these creatures come out of their hiding-places and look for 
booty. Sometimes in broad daylight they attack a flock, killing and 
carrying off the sheep, and then there is a fight, for a good shepherd 
will not forsake his sheep, and many a man has lost his own life 
when trying to defend them. A hireling, however, is more likely to 
run away and leave the poor defenseless sheep to their fate. This 
is the parable, and our Lord went on to apply it to Himself. 

(b) Interpretation. 1. The Good Shepherd and the hireling.— 
Our Saviour said: “I am the Good Shepherd.” What shepherd 
did He mean? ... The one foretold by the prophet Ezechiel 
(xxxiv, 23): “I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall 
feed them, even My servant David (= Christ, David’s descendant) ; 
he shall feed them and shall be their shepherd.” How may the 
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Good Shepherd be recognized? .. . “The Good Shepherd giveth 
his life for his sheep.” He would not forsake the sheep that he 
loved, even though it should cost him his life. Love and loyalty to 
his flock are the two chief characteristics of a good shepherd, but it 
is otherwise with a hireling, who is paid to take care of the sheep, 
and does not care much about them. When does the hireling show 
himself to be a bad shepherd? .. . In the hour of danger. Who 
is meant by the wolf in the parable? ... The devil and all his 
agents and helpers, who lead others astray and persecute them. 
Supposing a priest were to leave his flock during a time of persecu- 
tion and try to save himself, would he be a good shepherd? No, 
he would be a hireling; and the sheep would perish for want of a 
shepherd. (Refer to the various persecutions.) You see, therefore, 
that priests are bound to fight against evil and to punish it; this is 
their duty, and if they neglect it, God’s wrath will come upon them. 

2. The love of the Good Shepherd—How did our Lord prove 
Himself to be the Good Shepherd? .. . He really laid down His 
life for His sheep, and suffered the shameful and painful death of 
the Cross. Many shepherds have followed His example. Remem- 
ber what you have learned in your Church History; of the thirty 
Popes who reigned before the time of Constantine almost all were 
martyrs. They were good shepherds who gave their lives for their 
sheep. Think of the missionaries in our own time; never does a 
year pass without some losing their lives. Why did our Lord say: 
“I know mine?” ... He knows His sheep not only outwardly, 
but through and through, for He can read the innermost thoughts 
of men. He uttered these words before the assembled people and 
the Pharisees, meaning: “I know very well which of you are really 
My followers, and which run after Me merely out of curiosity.” 
“And mine know Me.” They know Me by faith. Yes, the humble 
know Jesus quite well, but the proud refuse to recognize Him. “As 
the Father knoweth Me, and I know the Father.’ Our Lord meant: 
“I am God’s Son, and I and My Father are one; I know Him and 
love Him; and in the same way those who are Mine know and 
love Me. “And I lay down My life for My sheep.’ These words 
refer to “I know Mine.” Jesus kept His word, although His fol- 
lowers did not yet understand Him. 

3. The care displayed by the Good Shepherd—“And other sheep 
I have that are not of this fold’’ Of what sheep had our Lord 
spoken before? ... The Jews were chosen first to be His flock, 
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but the Gentiles are also called to be Christians and to enjoy eternal 
happiness. “They shall hear My voice.’ How did our Lord make 
the Gentiles hear His voice? He ordered His Apostles to go and 
teach all nations, and so His voice reached the ends of the world. 
Have our Lord’s words been fulfilled? . . . What was the result 
of the Apostles’ preaching? . . . “There shall be one fold and one 
shepherd.’ What is the fold and who is the shepherd? . . . The 
fold is the one, holy, Catholic Church; and the head of it, the Pope, 
is the shepherd. Our Lord’s words were, however, also prophetic. 
.. . At the end of the world many Jews and Gentiles will be con- 
verted, and then there will be one fold and one Shepherd in heaven. 

Questions for repetition—What are the characteristics of a good 
shepherd? . . . What is the difference between a good shepherd 
and a hireling? . . . How did Jesus show His love for His flock? 
. . . How did He display His care for the sheep? ... 

III. Apprication. 1. Lessons derived from this Gospel. (a) 
Our Lord said: “I am the Good Shepherd.” He sets an example 
to all other shepherds, fo bishops, priests and superiors. In what 
words did He teach us our duty towards our spiritual and temporal 
rulers? ... What did He say of those who refuse to hear the 
Church? ... (b) Christ said: “I lay down My life for My sheep.” 
Was Jesus forced to die? . . . Why did He wish to suffer and die? 
. .. (c) Christ said: “There shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 
What quality of the Church is expressed by these words?... 
Why is the Catholic Church unmistakably one? ... 

2. Why is this Gospel peculiarly suitable to this Sunday? ... 
In autumn a high wind often tears the dry leaves from the trees 
and whirls them away in all directions. So during our Lord’s 
Passion a storm of hostility broke out against His disciples, who 
were panic-stricken, and scattered by the tempest; they deserted 
their Divine Master and fled, so that the words of the prophet 
were fulfilled: “Strike the Shepherd and the sheep shall be scat- 
tered” (Zach. xiii, 7). But our Saviour rose again, and the Good 
Shepherd gathered about Him His stray sheep. Do you see now 
why the parable of the Good Shepherd is read on the second Sun- 
day after Easter? Jesus, the Good Shepherd, laid down His life 
for His sheep, and then He collected them again, so that there 
should again be one fold and one Shepherd. 

3. The Good Shepherd gathered you round Him again at Easter. 
Many had run away and lost themselves in the wilderness of sin, 
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but He went after them and sought them. In the holy Sacrament 
of Penance He released them from the brambles of sin, that held 
the sheep fast, and as a loving Shepherd He laid down His life 
again for you in Holy Communion. Now He asks you: “Will you 
be false to Me, and leave Me again? Will you still run after sin?” 
No, Good Shepherd, we will stay with Thee; we will be Thy faith- 
ful sheep and always hear Thy voice. 











PASTORAL PART 


ANALECTA 


NEW DECREES AND DECISION OF THE HOLY FATHER 
AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


Acts of Pius X. 


Motu Proprio giving to Canons of Chapters the title of 
Domestic Prelates and all the privileges thereof, and the 
right to wear the dress of their rank even when saying 
Mass. 


Sacred Congregation of the Consistory. 

Three new dioceses are formed out of the Archdiocese 
of San Salvador de Bahia in Brazil. They are the diocese 
of Barra, Caetité and Ilheos. 

The interdict placed on the city of Galatina has been 
removed by the Holy Father in answer to the prayers of 


priests and people. Three parishes are ordered formed by 
the Archbishop. 


From the Secretary of State. 


Letter of praise to Count Dalla Tore, president of the 
Popular Union of Italian Catholics. 


From the Cardinal Vicar. 


Letter of warning against the immorality of the press, of 
the theatre, of certain dances and gatherings. 
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CASUS CONSCIENTIAF 
THE DUTY TO HEAR MASS ON SUNDAYS 


Bertha, a Catholic, employed in a large department store, was 
ordered to work three successive Saturday nights to help taking 
stock. She obeyed the order, so as not to be deprived of her bread- 
winning position. On these Saturdays she reached home after 
midnight, exhausted from the long hours and tiresome labors of the 
day. She slept then till 1 P. M. the following day, and thus did 
not hear Mass. She felt she was not obliged to be present at Mass 
on any of these three Sundays. Her confessor, to whom she made 
her monthly confession, agreed that, under the circumstances, she 
was fully excused, and that she therefore committed no sin in ab- 
senting herself from the Holy Sacrifice in order to get the rest she 
felt she needed. Do you think his verdict was justified? What 
about her employer? 

Answer—Employers are bound by the laws of justice and of 
charity in dealing with those whom they employ. As Leo XIII. 
said, in his encyclical on Labor: “Working people are not the slaves 
of the employer, and it is shameful and inhuman to treat men like 
chattels for profit, or to look upon them merely as so much muscle 
or physical power.” It seems to us that on this point the owner 
of the department store has grievously offended. To make any 
woman or girl work from 8 A. M. until midnight means to pay no 
heed to the fact that she is a human being. Sixteen hours of labor 
would be deemed too much even for a beast of burden, and it is 
not short of criminal when imposed upon working girls. The civil 
law itself is gradually recognizing that eight or ten hours a day 
should be the limit for all who are compelled to labor for their 
daily bread. Stock-taking may be necessary for the proper conduct 
of business, especially in large department stores, but it should be 
done in a way that aims at safeguarding the health of those who 
labor. Mere greed for the saving of money cannot outweigh the 
claims of God and of nature upon those who must earn their bread 
by the sweat of their brow. 

Again the encyclical says: “The employer must never tax his work- 
people beyond their strength, nor employ them in work unsuited 
to their sex or age.” It is evident that the demands of nature re- 
ferred to by the Pope were wantonly ignored, and inexcusably so. 
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Nu uicic busineso method will warraut so gioss a jeopardizing of 
the health of the employed. Moreover, the encyclical lays stress 
on the fact that religion is one of the concerns of the working class, 
and hence, the employer is “bound to see that the worker finds 
time for the duties of piety.” It is clear that the commands of the 
employer here seriously interfered with God’s claim to special 
worship on Sunday. Hence the employer is at fault. 

On the other hand, we cannot decide that Bertha’s absence from 
Mass was justifiable. It may be allowed that she needed a good, 
long rest. But for this she could have taken nine consecutive hours, 
and still be present at the late Mass in the parish church. God’s 
service demands sacrifice of us, and the sacrifice here would not 
have been too great. The last Mass in city churches is usually at 
eleven o'clock. That allowed ample time for a reasonable amount 
of rest before going to church, and did not prevent a further in- 
dulgence in the afternoon. The fact is that Bertha might, on these 
three Sundays, have given the remainder of the day to wholesome 
rest. She could have fulfilled her duty to her God by going to Mass 
at the cost of no too great sacrifice, and we hold she was bound in 
conscience to do so. If the last Mass in her vicinity was much 
earlier than eleven, we are inclined to think she would have been 
excused, but we see no reason justifying her absence from the 
eleven o’clock Mass. Even if Bertha could not rest in the after- 
noon, we still think that nine hours’ sleep, on these exceptional 
occasions, would truly satisfy the demands of tired nature, at least 
as far as health is concerned. We think that the confessor erred 
in his lenient judgment of the case. 











